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BY ANDREW WINDSOR
REPRESENTATIVE SENATOR, USG
Our Founding Fathers deliberated over how much power an ideal 
government should have and the true purpose of government. Eventu-
ally, they agreed that the purpose of government is to ensure the proper 
use of force in order to protect the individual rights of its citizens. For 
this very reason, it is central to the theme of government and freedom 
that the conclusion the American people come to is that a limited gov-
ernment is more benefi cial than the government currently in place. Th is 
government must be equipped with a system of checks and balances to 
which it must adhere. If it does not, how can the people entrust the gov-
ernment with law and order?
For this very reason, I believe that the Undergraduate Student Gov-
ernment of Baruch College has not yet developed the ideal way to serve 
its constituents. 
USG is currently made up of fi ve diff erent tiers. Th e fi rst tier is made 
up of committees. All undergraduate students can join a committee in 
order to address issues in Baruch. Th e list of committees includes the 
Campus Aff airs Committee and the Academic Aff airs Committee. 
STORY CONTINUED ON PAGE 7
Black and Latino Studies kicks off four-part conversation series
BY VICTORIA MERLINO AND ANGEL 
TORRES
SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY EDITOR AND COPY 
EDITOR
In anticipation for the U.S. presi-
dential election, the Undergradu-
ate Student Government held three 
events to get students interested 
in voting.
 Th e fi rst event, held on Mon-
day, Nov. 7, saw Mayor Bill de Bla-
sio give a speech in the 25th Street 
Plaza that encouraged students 
to vote. 
Prior to his speech, an a capella 
group called Baruch Blue Notes 
gave a short performance to the 
growing crowd of students. 
After an introduction by USG 
President Daniel Dornbaum, Hunt-
er College student Chika Onyejiuk-
wa took the stage.
Onyejiukwa, the only student 
member of the City University of 
New York board of trustees, led the 
crowd in thanking de Blasio for the 
support he has given CUNY in the 
past. She asserted that the election 
would be important for both CUNY 
and higher education as a whole. 
After Onyejiukwa, de Blasio took 
the stage and began his speech.
 “Th is has not been our ideal of 
an election year,” said de Blasio.
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Th e Metropoli-
tan Museum of 
Art has debuted 
an exhibit 
on 20th cen-
tury artist Max 
Beckmann. Th e 
exhibit features 
more than a 
dozen paint-
ings that he created while living 
in New York, as well as 25 of the 
artist's earlier works. 
ARTS & STYLE 11






tion Institute of 
Chicago have 
recently identi-
fi ed the area 
in the human 
brain that causes the placebo 
eff ect. Th is eff ect occurs when an 
artifi cial treatment results in a 
major decline of pain.
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Cause of placebo eff ect 
identifi ed (p. 15)
After throwing 
two intercep-
tions to open 






off ense up to speed, which made 
for another classic edition of the 
storied rivalry with the Giants. Eli 
Manning and Odell Beckham Jr. 
also continued to impress.
SPORTS 17
Giants edge Eagles in 







new jobs in 
September 
to 161,000 in 
October. Th e 
unemployment rate fell to 4.9 
percent, its lowest point since 
February 2008. 
BUSINESS 9
Unemployment rate falls in 
October (p. 10)




olds can legally 
elect the next 
president in the 
general elec-
tion but cannot 
vote in the pri-
mary elections. Th is restriction 
prevents a large demographic 
from expressing their constitu-
tional right. 
OPINIONS 5
Voting rights should be 
given to 17-year-olds (p. 5)
Prior to Election Day, de Blasio gave a speech in the 25th Street Plaza encouraging students and their families to vote.
Lewin, pictured above, and Persaud began the "Conversations & Coff ee" series with 
a talk on bridging the gap between multicultural studies and mainstream academia.
BY OMER SEMAN
SENIOR STAFF WRITER
For Baruch’s women’s vol-
leyball team, a season fi lled with 
highs and lows was just the means 
to prepare for the CUNYAC tour-
nament. Th at moment fi nally ar-
rived on Friday, Nov. 4, when the 
Bearcats hosted the semifi nal 
and fi nal rounds in the Athletics 
and Recreation Center. Two wins 
stood between the Lady Bearcats 
and their fi rst NCAA tournament 
appearance since 2013. By fi nish-
ing second in the conference for 
the regular season, the Bearcats 
earned an extra week to practice, 
scout their potential opponents 
and strategize how to overtake 
the regular season champion, the 
Hunter College Hawks. 
 
STORY CONTINUED ON PAGE 18
Lady Bearcats 
clinch spot in 
CUNYAC finals
@tickerbaruch
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BY JONATHAN SPERLING
NEWS EDITOR
Baruch College’s Department of Black and Latino Studies commenced 
its “Conversations & Coff ee” series last week, kicking off  a robust discussion 
about the work of the department’s faculty and beyond.
Th e series’ fi rst iteration began on Monday, Nov. 7 and featured a con-
versation between professor Arthur Lewin and Baruch alumnus Rajen 
Persaud. Th e department’s associate professor Regina A. Bernard-Carreno 
moderated. Audience interaction was encouraged throughout the entirety 
of the event, which set the tone for upcoming talks taking place throughout 
November and early December.
“Th e goal of Black Studies is to make it self-superfl uous or self-unnec-
essary,” said Lewin, who has worked at Baruch since 1979. “Black Studies 
is related to something called multicultural studies, and when you look at 
the multicultural studies it is Black Studies, Latino Studies, Native Ameri-
can Studies and Chicano Studies, but the fi rst and most potent one is 
Black Studies.”
STORY CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
USG senator proposes judicial branch BY MARIA MARKOWICZMANAGING EDITOR
Following a year-long battle 
with Hillary Clinton, Donald 
Trump was voted in as the pres-
ident-elect of the United States 
in the early morning hours of 
Wednesday, Nov. 9.
Trump’s victory seems to defy 
all odds; pre-election polls and 
political correspondents pre-
dicted a narrow win for Clinton 
up until the day of the election. 
While Clinton won the popular 
vote by nearly 400,000, Trump 
amassed 290 electoral votes to 
Clinton’s 228, with 270 votes re-
quired to win the presidency. 
Th is was largely accomplished 
with his win of several key states, 
including Florida, Ohio and 
Pennsylvania.
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P.A.W.S. event promotes self-health with origami
BY YELENA DZHANOVA
OPINIONS EDITOR
Members of Peers Advocat-
ing Wellness Services, an entity of 
T.E.A.M. Baruch that practices and 
promotes self-health, hosted “One 
Th ousand Paper Cranes” on Nov. 
10 during club hours. Th e origami-
based event drew a large crowd 
into a room that only had enough 
seats for 12 people. 
 Fernando Carriel, a member 
of P.A.W.S. and the primary coor-
dinator of the event, started off  by 
addressing the large crowd with a 
basic introduction of the activity. 
Located behind him on a white-
board were instructions that urged 
participants to not be afraid of ask-
ing for help.  
Th e table in the center of the 
room was lined with dozens of col-
orful, already-made paper cranes. 
Upon starting, Carriel encouraged 
participants to take the square 
sheets of paper from the table and 
follow along with the process ac-
cording to his instructions. At fi rst, 
he and other members directed 
participants to fold the sheet in 
half, followed by a series of length-
ier steps. 
“I did not realize that so many 
people would come to this event,” 
said Jerry Dai, a sophomore. “I 
expected to be one of six or seven 
people. It did seem like it func-
tioned well for its size, though. I 
think that making cranes, that fold-
ing paper really works to de-stress 
a person.”
Despite the crowded room, 
participants continued to trickle 
in throughout the duration of the 
event in order to make the cranes. 
Th ere were light refreshments 
available, but Carriel encouraged 
participants to make fi ve cranes 
prior to serving themselves.
Freshman Andrina Tschelovsky 
said that she did not anticipate that 
she would spend the entirety of 
club hours at the event, but once 
she found out more about the 
project and the meaning behind 
it, she decided that staying was 
worthwhile. 
“It was a great event, and I did 
not get the entire process down, 
but it was nice to just sit down for 
an hour or two and create some-
thing meaningful. Fernando and 
the other teachers were really pa-
tient and encouraging, said Tsche-
lovsky”
 Although the session was pri-
marily intended to function as a 
de-stressing event for the students 
in attendance, it had a secondary 
purpose. Th roughout the event, 
Carriel reminded students that 
members of P.A.W.S. would send 
the completed origami to Cranes 
for Cancer, a program at Primary 
Children’s Hospital in Utah. 
 Cranes for Cancer asks volun-
teer groups and participants to cre-
ate 1,000 cranes in order to have 
a wish come true, an activity in-
spired by Japanese tradition. 
In Japanese culture, a crane 
symbolizes hope and is often re-
ferred to as the “bird of happiness.” 
Primary Children’s Hospital uses 
the origami cranes to bring hope 
to children living with or aff ected 
by cancer. 
P.A.W.S. members devoted the 
entire duration of club hours to 
making the 1,000 cranes. Students 
interacted with and instructed 
one another. 
Although there was limited 
space, participants continually en-
tered the room and fi lled up seats 
as they vacated or stood in the back 
and participated. 
“I did not know the true pur-
pose behind the event until I heard 
about it from another person. I 
think that if more people knew 
the meaning behind a crane, more 
people would have come out to-
day. It was really crowded already, 
but it would have been more eff ec-
tive if more people did it,” said ju-
nior Katrina Cavanet. 
According to tradition, the 
cranes are usually strung together 
and given as gifts, as stated on the 
Primary Children’s Hospital's web-
site. Th e website also allows partic-
ipants to create virtual cranes and 
attach a hopeful meaning prior to 
submitting them. 
Th e goal is to fold 200,000 ori-
gami cranes, drawn from the fact 
that there are currently 200 chil-
dren diagnosed with cancer at 
that hospital.
 
In a short address given 
last week, Mayor Bill de Blasio 
promised to work with Don-
ald Trump despite the many 
disagreements he has with the 
president-elect. As Trump be-
gins to settle into his new role as 
president of the United States, 
de Blasio has stated that he is 
committed “to working with the 
new administration positively 
and constructively." In the same 
address, de Blasio also honored 
Hillary Clinton, who conceded 
the presidential race to Trump 
early on Wednesday. De Blasio 
served as Clinton’s campaign 
manager in 2000.
_______________________ 
Jennifer M. Morton, an au-
thor and philosopher, discussed 
the “myth” of upward mobility 
in a talk she gave on Th ursday, 
Nov. 10 at the City College of 
New York. An assistant profes-
sor of philosophy at CCNY, she 
challenges the idea of upward 
mobility, citing ethical costs and 
a multitude of sacrifi ces. “For 
those few students who do make 
it, moving up can mean having 
to make diffi  cult sacrifi ces in 
many important areas of their 
lives—their relationships with 
family and friends, their sense of 
cultural identity and their place 
in their community—in order 
to gain educational and career 
opportunities that will propel 
them into the middle class,” said 
Morton.
________________________
A City College of New York 
senior was recently named in 
a ranking of the 50 best multi-
cultural advertising students 
nationwide. Iliana Ortega, an 
undergraduate student double 
majoring in advertising and 
public relations, was listed in the 
American Advertising Federa-
tion’s “Most Promising Multi-
cultural Students Class of 2017.” 
Top advertising executives 
from Arc Worldwide, Bloom-
berg, Droga5, FCB and other 
advertising fi rms pick the best 
young prospects for the ranking. 
________________________
Baruch College will soon 
begin renovating and upgrad-
ing the main student computing 
lab located on the sixth fl oor of 
the Information and Technol-
ogy Building at 151 East 25th 
St. According to an email by 
Arthur Downing, vice president 
for Information Services, the 
renovation work will begin on 
Wednesday, Nov. 16 and will last 
throughout the majority of 2017. 
Th e entire facility, which will in-
clude an expansion of the lab, 
easier access to the help desk, 
six new student collaboration 
rooms and new equipment, is 
expected to be fully renovated 
by Fall 2017.
________________________
Following the end of a con-
tentious presidential election, 
the Baruch College Counseling 
Center is encouraging students 
to take advantage of its support 
services. An email sent to stu-
dents from Baruch President 
Mitchel B. Wallerstein states, “If 
you have such concerns or spe-
cifi c questions, and would like 
free, confi dential support, there 
are several resources available 
on campus or through CUNY.” 
Wallerstein emphasized that 
students concerned about their 
immigration status should make 
use of the free service. Th e Ba-
ruch College Counseling Center 




N e w s  B r i e f s
Lewin co-leads conversation on multicultural studies
AGATA PONIATOWSKI | THE TICKER
Students attending "One Thousand Paper Cranes" were able to create colorful paper cranes out of origami paper.
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“Th e goal of Black Studies is to 
make it self-superfl uous or self-
unnecessary,” said Lewin, who 
has worked at Baruch since 1979. 
“Black Studies is related to some-
thing called multicultural studies, 
and when you look at the multicul-
tural studies it is Black Studies, La-
tino Studies, Native American Stud-
ies and Chicano Studies, but the 
fi rst and most potent one is Black 
Studies.”
Lewin and Persaud also dis-
cussed the origins of Black Studies, 
as well as the necessity of the sub-
ject in a world where modern aca-
demia is dominated by Eurocentric 
and white male-oriented points 
of view. 
“Black Studies began in two 
places, on the West coast and on the 
East coast. On the West coast it be-
gan at San Francisco State [Univer-
sity] and on the East coast it began 
right here in CUNY,” said Lewin.
According to Lewin, the epi-
center of Black Studies on the East 
coast began nearly 50 years ago at 
the City College of New York. Th ere, 
the movement was known as Black 
and Puerto Rican Studies.
Despite the existence of Black 
and Latino Studies in the pres-
ent day, both Lewin and Persaud 
agreed that there was a lack of black 
and Latino professors teaching in 
mainstream academia. According 
to Lewin, multicultural studies are 
the antithesis of the U.S. university 
system due to college history cur-
ricula often excluding much of the 
history of black people.
In order to better describe the 
gap between mainstream aca-
demia and Black and Latino Stud-
ies, Lewin used the concept of a 
math problem. 
Motioning to a square tile on the 
fl oor, Lewin asked audience mem-
bers to assume that the tile was 
one foot long. With that in mind, 
Lewin asked everyone to calculate 
the length of the tile’s diagonal. If 
the square is one foot long, then the 
diagonal of the square is an irratio-
nal number. 
“Th e side of the square and the 
diagonal are incommensurable, 
they cannot exist simultaneously. 
Th at is the same thing with Black 
Studies and the mainstream acad-
emy,” said Lewin. “It’s like two 
separate realities, but we have got 
to square the circle and I think we 
can do it.”
“We are destroying ourselves. 
If we can't see the other side, there 
will be no world for our children. It 
just won't be here.”
Lewin and Persaud also con-
versed on how academia and 
teaching has changed and evolved 
over the years. According to Lewin, 
it was not always possible to earn a 
doctorate in Black Studies.
Despite the obvious subject mat-
ter of Black and Latino Studies, the 
conversation emphasized the fact 
that Black and Latino Studies is not 
just for black and Latino people. 
Teaching multicultural studies is 
about unearthing historical truth 
for all people, regardless of their 
background.
Lewin also mentioned that the 
CUNY system has issues, as it does 
not hire a very diverse pool of pro-
fessors. However, the CUNY system 
is still the “epicenter of the action” 
when it comes to the development 
of Black and Latino Studies.
Th e remainder of the series will 
feature activists, historians, poets, 
researchers and scholars from the 
realm of Black and Latino Studies. 
On Nov. 16, the conversation se-
ries will continue at 6 p.m. in NVC 
4-249. It will feature Black and La-
tino Studies department assistant 
professor Tshombe Miles and Nas-
sau Community College professor 
David Goodman, who holds a doc-
torate in African history from Indi-
ana University. During the event, 
the two will speak on the topic of 
race and identity in Morocco.
Nov. 21 will feature a discussion 
between professor Karanja Keita 
Carroll and professor Henry Wil-
liams at 6 p.m. in NVC 4-249. Th e 
conversation will pertain to Th e 
Black Arts Movement, Black Stud-
ies, Black Lives Matter and disrup-
tions in the black freedom struggle.
A fi nal event will take place on 
Dec. 6 in NVC 4-175. Beginning at 
2:30 p.m., professors Lourdes Gil 
and Tonia Leon will lead a discus-
sion entitled “Across the Great Di-
vide: An Intercultural Dialogue.”
All events are free but an RSVP 
via the Department of Black and La-
tinos Studies is required.
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In the discussion, Lewin and Persaud interacted with the audience and discussed the evolution of multicultural studies.
Department of Black and Latino Studies' fi rst iteration of "Conversations & Coff ee" series discusses the evolution of multicultural studies.
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“Th is has not been every-
thing we’ve hoped for, but that is 
not something that should ever 
stop us from owning our country 
and owning our democracy. Th e 
things we’ve seen and heard this 
year have been troubling and off -
putting and discouraging. But I’m 
here to remind you that we are bet-
ter than that. Th is country is better 
than that.”
De Blasio discouraged voter ap-
athy within the gathered students, 
saying that, “When democracy is 
strained, it’s all the more reason to 
be involved.”
He also highlighted the positive 
aspects of the presidential cam-
paign season, namely the nation-
wide discussions that were sparked 
about issues such as immigration 
reform, income inequality, mass 
incarceration and structural rac-
ism. Students cheered as de Bla-
sio applauded Latinos across the 
country for “standing up to the 
negative voices” and voting togeth-
er to have their own voices heard.
De Blasio ended his speech by 
urging students to encourage oth-
er people in their lives to vote. He 
pushed students to bring people in 
their lives to the polls, encouraging 
students to make voting personal 
by sharing issues they cared about 
with others.
Th e mayor’s visit garnered at-
tention among students and fur-
ther pressed the importance of 
voting. 
“It’s exciting to see [de Blasio],” 
said Jaelene Valladolid, a mathe-
matics major. “[It’s] cool. You don’t 
see the mayor every day.”
Two tabling events, held on Nov. 
7 and Nov. 8, were aimed at increas-
ing voter awareness. Both events 
kicked off  around 12:30 p.m. and 
lasted until approximately 6 p.m. 
To get the students engaged, the 
events featured a lottery and USG 
representatives who were available 
to help anyone interested in learn-
ing more about voting.
Th e lottery was a game in which 
students would guess the political 
orientation of all states. Th e person 
who guessed most of the states cor-
rectly won an unlimited monthly 
MetroCard. 
If a USG member happened 
to win, the prize was the power to 
choose what food would be served 
at the weekly USG meetings until 
the end of November. As students 
walked by and buzzed around the 
various club tables, Daniel Dorn-
baum, president of USG, could be 
heard encouraging students to try 
their hand at winning a free Me-
troCard. Th e free MetroCard, how-
ever, was not the only reason for 
the tables.
“We are just trying to raise 
awareness for the elections and 
get college kids to vote,” said Ryan 
Powers, executive vice president 
of USG. “It’s a self-fulfi lling proph-
ecy that our votes don’t count if we 
don’t vote.” 
Another USG member had his 
laptop out to help students fi gure 
out what their voting district was 
and the locations that they could 
vote at. He also had information 
about absentee ballots and pro-
moted them for students who had 
commitments preventing them for 
voting in person.
“A lot of people can’t do it. We 
encourage them to vote in advance 
by fi lling out an absentee ballot, 
so if [they] have a valid reason like 
work or school then [they] can 
contact the department of edu-
cation and submit it in advance,” 
said Ehtasham Bhatti, USG’s vice 
president of Legislative Aff airs. He 
wanted to get the message across 
that voting was possible even for 
those who did not have time on 
Election Day.
Th e tabling event was aimed at 
getting people to vote, regardless 
of their political stance. Freshman 
Allan Bailey, who confi dently fi lled 
out the map, had a theory that the 
election was going to be decided by 
closet voters—people too scared to 
say that they were voting for Don-
ald Trump. In light of Trump being 
the president-elect, the theory of 
closet voters may have been true.
Despite the election’s outcome, 
the tabling event was not a push to 
get students to vote in a particular 
direction. It was a USG initiative to 
highlight the importance of voting 
and the power we gain through ex-
ercising our rights in presidential 
elections, down ballots and the 
support of local campaigns.
De Blasio and USG rally Baruch students before Election Day
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Dornbaum introduced de Blasio to a large crowd that gathered in the 25th Street Plaza prior to the mayor's speech, in which he urged the crowd to vote on Election Day.
Trump wins presidential election, sparking outrage among voters
CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE
In his victory speech, Trump 
called for the country to unite be-
hind him.
“I pledge to every citizen of our 
land that I will be president for all 
Americans, and this is so important 
to me,” Trump said. “For those who 
have chosen not to support me in 
the past, of which there were a few 
people, I’m reaching out to you for 
your guidance and your help so that 
we can work together and unify our 
great country.”
According to Trump’s web-
site, his platform includes points 
like building a wall on the nation’s 
southern border, healthcare re-
form and veteran aff airs reform. He 
also plans to make changes in for-
eign policy, immigration, tax policy 
and trade.
Trump’s plan for his fi rst 100 
days in offi  ce includes the creation 
of a wall on the nation’s southern 
border, which he states will be fund-
ed by the Mexican government. Th e 
Mexican president, however, stated 
that he does not intend to fund the 
project, even if Trump claims that 
it will keep illegal immigrants from 
crossing the border.
Trump’s website also mentions 
his plan to cut taxes for working and 
middle class people and eliminate 
tax loopholes used by corporations. 
As for trade, he wants to withdraw 
from the Trans-Pacifi c Partnership 
and renegotiate the North Atlantic 
Free Trade Agreement so that it re-
fl ects his idea of prioritizing the in-
terests of U.S. citizens.
Since the premiums for Obam-
acare are expected to increase next 
year, Trump also promises that he 
will repeal and replace Obamacare 
with a program called Health Sav-
ings Accounts. Th is, his website 
states, would “create a patient-
centered health care system that 
provides choice, quality and aff ord-
ability.” By also allowing customers 
to purchase programs in states that 
they do not live in, Trump hopes to 
expand the insurance industry.
Next, Trump wants to take care 
of veterans, whether this means 
providing for their physical or men-
tal well-being. Th is goal, his website 
explains, involves modernizing the 
system so that it can cater to the 
needs of modern-day veterans.
“We will also fi nally take care of 
our great veterans who have been 
so loyal,” Trump said in his victory 
speech. “Our veterans are incred-
ible people.”
When it comes to foreign policy 
and immigration, Trump prom-
ises to be fi rm. His platform calls 
for “peace through strength,” or the 
promotion of “regional stability” 
and rebuilding the military, par-
ticularly its intelligence and tech-
nological capabilities. Similarly, he 
wants to limit immigration to make 
sure that U.S. workers are prioritized 
and immigrants are able to sustain 
themselves when they enter the 
country without taking away jobs 
from U.S. citizens. 
For migrants from certain re-
gions, coming into the United States 
may prove even more diffi  cult in the 
coming years.
When speaking about Baruch 
College’s Undergraduate Student 
Government’s tabling event where 
students could guess the state-by-
state outcome of the election, Vin-
cent Gangemi, president of Baruch 
College Republicans, shared his 
opinion on Trump’s victory.
“Even though neither Hillary nor 
Trump was my fi rst choice for presi-
dent, I believed that Pennsylvania’s 
slow job growth … would lead them 
to choose the candidate to bring 
jobs back to the country. I was not 
able to see the same rationale caus-
ing historically blue states such as 
Michigan and Wisconsin to vote 
red,” Gangemi said. “For this reason, 
his margin of victory was extremely 
surprising.”
Th ough he admitted that he did 
not vote for Trump, his opinion 
about Trump's presidency remains 
optimistic.
“Despite Trump not being my 
fi rst choice, I sincerely hope that 
he will be a successful president,” 
Gangemi said. “Th e welfare for 
wthis country is something much 
more important than political in-
congruities.”
However, the country’s response 
to Trump becoming the 45th presi-
dent was mixed. Th e night after the 
election, protests broke out in Chi-
cago, Los Angeles, New York City, 
Oakland and Washington, D.C. In 
New York, thousands of protest-
ers walked from Union Square to 
Trump Tower, while protesters in 
California burned Trump’s effi  gy, 
CNN reported. Among the most 
popular chants was “not my presi-
dent,” which became a trending 
hashtag on social media sites.
“My mom was always saying like 
[Clinton] wasn’t going to win any-
way because America didn’t want 
a female president, but I was a little 
hopeful,” Sadia Khan, treasurer of 
the Muslim Student Association, 
said. “But once the polls got in I ac-
tually got really scared and I was at 
school really late at night and I was 
just like, ‘Okay I need to go home 
quickly.’”
On Wednesday, Nov. 9, the Of-
fi ce of Student Life sent out an email 
to remind students about the coun-
seling services off ered at Baruch. 
Later that day, OSL hosted an open 
discussion regarding the election, 
which was attended by close to 30 
students.
Trump has over two months to 
unite the people behind his cause. 
In the meantime, Facebook us-
ers are organizing more protests in 
major cities around the country, in-
cluding a protest scheduled to take 
place in Washington, D.C. during 
Trump’s inauguration.
“I think even his sceptics owe 
him at least his fi rst 100 days to pass 
judgement,” Gangemi said.
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Trump's plan for his fi rst 100 days in offi  ce includes the construction of a wall on the southern border of the United States.
BY MARIA MARKOWICZ
MANAGING EDITOR
Baruch College’s game room, 
located on the third fl oor of the 
Newman Vertical Campus, was 
closed for a week after an unknown 
incident resulted in broken cues, a 
broken rack and a damaged pool 
ball. Th e game room was reopened 
for students on Nov. 9.
Th e damaged items have since 
been replaced with backup equip-
ment that was previously bought 
by the school, meaning that re-
placement costs were minimal.
“Right now, we did fi x the pool 
sticks, which is a good thing,” said 
Chloe Spencer, offi  ce manager of 
the Offi  ce of Student Life. “We had 
one ball broken but we had one to 
replace it because we try to have 
backup[s].”
Th e game room provides stu-
dents with an opportunity to take a 
break from classes and play games, 
including card games, foosball, 
ping pong and pool. For others 
who simply want to relax, the room 
off ers a few tables and chairs.
In an interview, Daniel Dorn-
baum, president of the Under-
graduate Student Government, 
spoke about the importance of 
having the game room on campus.
“[Th e game room] is a great re-
source that hundreds of students, 
including myself, take advantage 
of every day,” Dornbaum said. 
“In the past year, USG has allo-
cated funding to keep the game 
room supplied with new ping 
pong equipment and a brand new 
pool table.”
However, Dornbaum admit-
ted that because of the number 
of people who use the game room 
every day, some equipment will be 
prone to wearing out or breaking.
Spencer said that OSL is not 
aware of the exact day that the 
damage was done, but it is esti-
mated that the event that caused 
the damage took place either in 
the last week of October or fi rst 
week of November. 
Once the damage was report-
ed, OSL decided to lock the game 
room and post a notice explaining 
why the room was closed.
As of press time, Spencer was 
unsure whether more security 
measures would be put in place 
to ensure that the room would not 
suff er from more damage.
“We have not talked about it yet 
with the director of Student Life,” 
Spencer said. “I think they basical-
ly just wanted to reiterate the rules 
and regulations of the game room. 
Th at’s why they made a fl ier for it.”
However, Spencer said that 
there is a possibility that public 
safety offi  cers may be asked to 
stop by the game room more often.
In the near future, however, 
Spencer promised that the game 
room would operate normally.
“It is disappointing when stu-
dents abuse the resources provid-
ed and stop others from enjoying 
the space,” Dornbaum said. “We 
must not take these amenities as 
entitlements and treat the room 
and equipment with respect.”
Game room closes after 
damage to equipment
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Spencer was unsure whether 
more security measures 
would be put in place to en-
sure that the room would not 
suff er from more damage.
Opinions
A new dining establishment, Avenue C, has fi nally opened in the 
Newman Vertical Campus. Despite the anticipation spurred by preced-
ing advertisements and signs, Avenue C completely disappoints and 
falls short of its hype.
While a new dining establishment is defi nitely in order for students 
and faculty members of Baruch College, Avenue C fails to stand out in 
the most basic ways. 
It encourages unhealthy behaviors, such as consuming processed 
foods that need to be microwaved. Th e previous dining area, on the 
other hand, had real chefs who prepared healthy food that rivaled 
homemade meals. 
To replace healthier meals with snacks in a refrigerated machine is 
to prioritize speed over health and build disengagement among stu-
dents and faculty members. Avenue C prompts customers to just grab 
what they want and go, removing the human interaction that is usually 
needed to place an order or pay for it.
Th e food and beverage options available at Avenue C are also dull 
and lack variety. Th e refrigerators simply play host to microwavable 
goods and processed snacks while the previous dining area had a se-
lection of fresh fruits, soups and vegetables. Students also had the op-
portunity to assemble their own salads at the salad bar, but this feature 
has been completely dismantled with the arrival of Avenue C.
Th e most frustrating issue with Avenue C is its lack of options for stu-
dents who adhere to certain diets like gluten-free, vegetarian, kosher 
or halal options. Rather than accommodate the needs of every type of 
student, it seems as though Avenue C is simply catering to the typical 
college student, which, at any CUNY, does not exist.
Avenue C also closes as early as 7:00 p.m., as if its human employ-
ees, who are seldom there, need to go home. If the system is meant to 
run like an automated checkout, then it should be open until school 
closes. Students who stay after school in order to host events or attend 
late classes should be able to use the services of the dining area too.
Avenue C, which functions as a grocery store that specifi cally targets 
college students on the go, may be preferable to some people who are 
extraordinarily busy. However, it limits human interaction and down-
sizes on available options. 
Perhaps the worst change that came along with the addition of Av-
enue C is the fact that the student employees who relied on their jobs 
in the previous dining area have now been let go in favor of technology. 
Only two people remain to help with troubleshooting, and it seems as 
though these two are not even present most of the time. 
FROM THE EDITORIAL BOARD
Avenue C disappoints in 
comparison to previous cafe
REBECCA VICENTE | THE TICKER
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n Election Day, many 
18-year-old New Yorkers 
stepped into the voting 
booth for the fi rst time to partici-
pate in our country’s democratic 
process. Despite being able to vote 
in the general election, they were 
legally barred from voting in the 
primary election because they had 
not turned 18 yet. As a result, many 
of these “new adults” avoided 
the ballots completely. Excluding 
17-year-olds who will turn 18 by the 
time of the general election in the 
primary process hurts voters and 
the nation’s democratic process. 
In more than half of the states in 
the country, including New York, 
soon-to-be 18-year-olds are shut 
out of the primary process, de-
spite being eligible to vote in the 
general election.
Limiting participation from this 
specifi c demographic in the New 
York primary, as well as in any state 
primary, is a betrayal of the demo-
cratic process. Th e primary process 
is critical to the U.S. electoral sys-
tem, and people are being denied 
participation under a fl awed prem-
ise. Individuals who will have full 
voting rights by the time of the gen-
eral election should be allowed and 
encouraged to participate. To dis-
allow this subset from full partici-
pation in the primaries is to leave 
them out of what is often the more 
important election in New York. 
In many instances and depend-
ing on geographic location, the typ-
ically elected party will resolutely 
win the state in the general elec-
tion. In New York politics at both 
the state and federal level, very few 
elections are competitive. For ex-
ample, only fi ve out of the 27 House 
District elections featured less than 
a 10 percent margin of victory in 
2014, and New York has not voted 
Republican in a presidential elec-
tion since 1984. Preventing partici-
pation in the primary often leaves 
these younger voters without a say 
in who will most likely win that 
state’s electoral votes. 
While the 26th Amendment 
grants suff rage rights to U.S. citi-
zens 18 and older, it does not 
contain stipulations that prevent 
17-year-olds from participating in 
state primaries. Th e parties them-
selves hold the power in their nom-
ination procedures, and can peti-
tion to authorize the participation 
of soon-to-be 18-year-olds in the 
primary election. Doing so could 
result in potential benefi ts for po-
litical parties, as they can gain new 
support that may last a lifetime.
It is necessary for state legisla-
tion to be passed to ensure that 
those who will be 18 by the time of 
the general election have the right 
to participate in the New York pri-
mary. Leaving control in the hands 
of political parties gives them the 
opportunity to directly infl uence 
who votes. Th is takes away from 
the nation’s democratic process as 
it opens the door for strategic voter 
suppression and inconsistent age 
requirements.
Proponents of the exclusion 
argue that individuals in this age 
group do not have the maturity, 
knowledge or experience to handle 
the tremendous responsibility of 
voting. It is indeed reasonable to 
desire these attributes in young 
people who wish to vote, but a cut-
off  at 18 years of age is an arbitrary 
benchmark that, in this case, serves 
to reduce voter turnout. 
Maturity, knowledge and expe-
rience will not miraculously appear 
in people on their 18th birthday. 
In a study conducted by Rutgers-
Camden professors Daniel Hart 
and Robert Atkins, they found that 
political knowledge was approxi-
mately the same in people just un-
der and just over the age require-
ment, lending credibility to the no-
tion that there should not be such 
a strict cutoff . Given that this group 
of people would be eligible to vote 
in the general election that features 
the presidential nominee, there is 
no sense in limiting their participa-
tion in the primary. 
Many 18-year-old voters in New 
York, including some students here 
at Baruch College, are now asked to 
vote for various levels of represen-
tation despite having been voice-
less in crucial decision-making 
processes just a few short months 
ago. Legislation must be intro-
duced to allow these individuals to 
participate in New York primaries.
-Michael Giusetti
Marketing Analytics '17
Voting age requirements need reform
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n Oct. 27, the U.S. Depart-
ment of Justice charged 61 
people with taking part in 
an expansive call center scam. Call 
center workers, impersonating ei-
ther IRS or immigration agents, 
attempted to solicit payment from 
thousands of U.S. citizens. Th e 
scam, in operation since at least 
2013, has targeted around 15,000 
people, who have lost more than 
$300 million. 
“A grand jury in federal court in 
the Southern District of Texas re-
turned an indictment in the case on 
Oct. 19,” according to an article in 
the Washington Post. “Th e charges 
against those involved include con-
spiracy to commit identity theft, 
impersonation of an offi  cer of the 
United States, wire fraud and mon-
ey laundering.”
Justice Department offi  cials 
said that the defendants ran at least 
fi ve call center groups overseas. 
Leslie Caldwell, the assistant attor-
ney general of the Justice Depart-
ment’s Criminal Division, said she 
hoped the eff orts of U.S. and Indian 
authorities would weaken the ef-
forts of the scamming market. 
Despite this claim, these cases 
are widespread and occur too fre-
quently. In a separate case, police 
in Mumbai raided a call center and 
detained 770 employees for ques-
tioning. Recently, the Justice De-
partment said that it was focused 
on a network of call centers in 
Ahmedabad and that some of the 
centers’ owners have been charged.
Posing as offi  cials with the IRS 
and U.S. Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement, the call center work-
ers told unsuspecting victims that 
they failed to pay taxes or that they 
possibly face deportation, unless 
they paid the scammers thousands 
of dollars. According to the Justice 
Department, extorted funds were 
laundered through wire transfers 
or prepaid cards registered with 
someone else’s information. 
Th e scammers were not easily 
identifi able either. Th ey used in-
formation about their victims ac-
quired from the internet and social 
media to seem like a real agency. 
Th e numbers that they called from 
looked like they came from a legiti-
mate U.S. agency. 
Th ere is no denying that the call-
ers are at fault and justly deserve 
to be arrested. Th ey committed a 
crime and should serve whatever 
punishment is just for their mis-
deeds. Th e authorities, including 
the IRS and U.S. Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement, are doing 
the best they can to handle this 
phone scamming situation. 
It is important to note that all 
information about avoiding and 
recognizing phone and internet 
scams is on their respective web-
sites. Given this, it is the public’s 
job to educate itself with the highly 
accessible information that is at its 
disposal. Self-education is a neces-
sary and critical step to prevent this 
from happening in the future.
-Jahvon Meadows
Accounting '19
Public retains duty to learn about scams
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U.S. citizens have picked Donald Trump as their president-elect, but 
many are left unsatisfi ed with the choice. Resentful voters glossed over 
an important, yet often forgotten, public—communities that are unable 
to vote because of where their members live or how they live.
Native Americans stand out as a prime example. As Vox reported, 
“Th ose who live on reservations often do not have standard addresses 
refl ected on both the rolls and their photo ID, which are now used to 
verify a person’s polling location and eligibility to vote.” Because of ad-
dress inaccuracies, mailing in a ballot can also be an issue. To top that 
off , Native Americans who live in reservations have to drive for hours 
to get to polling stations and many of them do not even have access to 
a car. Th us, a disadvantaged and underrepresented community has its 
right to vote hindered.
While Facebook’s eff ort to get millennials to vote is admirable, the 
energy put toward this eff ort was wasted. Facebook should have given 
more attention to a meaningful purpose, like encouraging the suff rage 
of Native Americans, who have already suff ered enough. Th is would 
have had a larger impact as opposed to gaining the vote of citizens who 
have already decided whether or not to vote.
Voting eff orts neglect Native Americans
Soon-to-be 18-year-olds should be granted a vote in the primaries if they vote in the general election
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t may be diffi  cult to imagine 
something as distant as elec-
toral violence in a country like 
the United States. After all, U.S. cit-
izens pride themselves as the bear-
ers and upholders of one of the 
greatest democracies of the world, 
where people have the power to 
freely choose their government 
representatives. Th e reality, how-
ever, is far more complicated. 
It was certainly far more com-
plicated when black U.S. citizens 
were beaten by police as they as-
serted their right to vote, or when 
suff ragettes were taken away to 
sanitariums for trying to bring 
the vote to women. U.S. society, 
unfortunately, has a pattern of at-
tempting to disenfranchise voters 
through violence. 
When people like Donald 
Trump try to suggest that the presi-
dential vote may be rigged in some 
way, even though voter fraud is 
actually an extreme rarity, it opens 
up fl oodgates and questions the 
notion of government legitimacy. 
His suggestions are not about the 
election itself—they are about the 
aftermath. If he loses, there will be 
some kind of pushback. If he loses, 
his supporters must rally them-
selves against a false system. If he 
loses, he will check the results to 
make sure it was a fair loss, as if he 
has some kind of authority to de-
clare it otherwise. His statements 
are not just brash, they are stupidly 
terrifying.
What should worry citizens 
most are his urges to his support-
ers to watch the polls in order to 
make sure there are not any un-
usual occurrences on Election 
Day. Th is paranoid request sets a 
bleak precedent. Th e United States 
already has issues with potential 
voters being unable to register due 
to criminal records or predatory 
legislation designed to reduce the 
base of another party. 
Th e very last thing this country 
needs is self-appointed gatekeep-
ers that may very well act in the 
name of an equally self-appointed 
ideology. Th is is not about Election 
Day anymore, this is about every 
Election Day to come.
If Trump loses, hopefully he 
will stuff  himself back into the 
hole in the ground out of which 
he crawled. Th e hideous elements 
of society he has drawn support 
from, however, will not be so will-
ing to do the same. 
Th ere are hundreds of known 
conservative "militias" in the 
United States and the very idea 
of which implies a necessary vio-
lence against a problematic state. 
It is a mirror image problem, in 
which people see someone like 
themselves and feel proud of who 
they are. 
Trump, however, is not a role 
model of civility, responsibility or 
political savvy. He is a racist bully 
whose attitudes toward women are 
cringe-worthy. Unfortunately, he 
is regarded as a hero by those who 
support his ideologies. 
If his rallies are any indica-
tion—rally is a loose term consid-
ering the fact that they turn into 
something more akin to a hate 
mob—then a Trump-led nation is 
one where any form of disagree-
ment is a liability. 
Th e viral videos of his sup-
porters suggesting that they kill 
protesters, the reporters who talk 
about feeling unsafe during his 
events and Trump's open calls into 
the crowd over someone he does 
not agree with are not anomalies. 
It is a powder keg whose tail has 
been lit for a very long time. Th e 
question now is whether U.S. soci-
ety can douse that fl ame.
It is an unsteady picture to 
imagine, one of people dying at 
the polls. It seems so fundamental 
to feel safe when one's choice in an 
election is made, but the environ-
ment that was created this election 
season is not reassuring. 
In states like New York or Cali-
fornia, where Trump's support is a 
lot weaker and he is seen as a half-
joke, half-moral nightmare, this 
may be less of an issue. In states 
like Florida or Texas, whose out-
comes this year are as unpredict-
able as ever, that image becomes 
much clearer. 
In a traditionally nationalistic 
way, there is a need to "pull our-
selves by our bootstraps" to protect 
fellow citizens all across the politi-
cal spectrum. Disagreements are 
normal and healthy, but outright 
threats of violence due to narrow-
mindedness are not. 
Th reats in this election are for 
those who have little better to do 
than moan about other people's 
lives getting better. Donald Trump 
is one of those people with little 
better to do, seeing as he still can-
not come up with a clear plan of 
action for the nation. It suggests 
that he does not have any kind of 
foresight. 
Th e game is not rigged and the 
notion of government legitimacy 
should not be put into question. 
It is, however, horribly fl awed, but 
the election is not being manipu-
lated by mysterious outside forces. 
It most certainly is not a game that 
needs bloodshed added to it by 
new players.
Research does not support Zika fi ndings
A
ccording to a recent study, 
the Zika virus is now show-
ing the ability to damage 
fertility in men. In a study posted 
in Th e International Weekly Jour-
nal of Science, a team of research-
ers explored the eff ects of this 
strange virus on mice and how it 
aff ected their reproductive health. 
Th e fi ndings were not promising.
Dr. Michael Diamond, a pro-
fessor of immunology, medicine, 
molecular microbiology and pa-
thology at Washington University 
School of Medicine in St. Louis, led 
the study. 
Diamond and his team used a 
mouse-adapted African Zika strain 
to evaluate the consequences of 
the infection in the reproductive 
tracts of the mice. 
Th e mice exhibited lower lev-
els of testosterone after exposure 
to the virus. Th eir inhibin B levels 
dropped and they were found to 
have developed oligospermia—a 
low sperm count in ejaculation. 
Th e virus further aff ected the mice 
by damaging specifi c cells in the 
testes, one of the male reproduc-
tive cell organs. Th e damage to the 
testes resulted in cell death and 
destruction of key components to 
the reproductive process.
Th e Zika virus, when exposed, 
spurred the development of mi-
crocephaly, a reduction in cerebral 
volume, in newborn infants. Now 
that a study has shown that Zika 
contributes to deterioration of re-
productive health in men, more 
elements are added to the growing 
pot of alarm. 
Th ese fi ndings, however, are in-
credibly slim and are weak claims 
to make without fully experiment-
ing on humans who have contract-
ed the virus.
According to the abstract of 
the premature study posted in the 
journal, the extent to which the ob-
servations in mice translates to hu-
mans remains unclear. Th is comes 
as no surprise as the researchers 
did an unfi nished job at best. Th ey 
continue the abstract by saying 
that the long-term eff ects of sperm 
function and viability in Zika-in-
fected humans seems warranted, 
but they never say for certain that 
it is a given. 
By using non-committal words 
like “seems” and “remains unclear,” 
the researchers have certainly lain 
down a heavy farce. Th ey have suc-
ceeded in frightening the public 
and delivered inconclusive infor-
mation. If Diamond and his team 
wanted to fulfi ll the necessary role 
of a researcher, they should have 
fully analyzed the Zika virus in-
stead of jumping the gun to be the 
fi rst with a scoop.
Th is new development of Zika 
tells us that not as much is known 
about this virus as originally be-
lieved, and that further research is 
needed to guarantee that the infor-
mation is truly accurate. But the re-
search that needs to be conducted 
must be thorough and factual. Th e 
researchers should avoid making 
claims and statements based on 
assumptions.
A CNN article on this topic 
opens by saying, “If you’re a guy 
mouse, the news about Zika’s ef-
fect on your sex life couldn’t be 
worse.” Th is comical opening is a 
perfect way to express what Dia-
mond and his team have done. 
Th ey have produced a laughable 
study that does a wonderful job at 
informing us about Zika and mice, 
but it never mentions human trials 
or observations in human repro-
ductive tracts. 
All of the claims of damage to 
male fertility are based on assump-
tions. Just like the CNN article said, 
if you are a mouse, you have good 
reason to be worried. 
Another pitfall can be found in 
the claims made toward Zika. Ac-
cording to an NBC article on the 
study, the mice that were tested 
and used were altered. Th eir im-
mune systems were suppressed, 
for an unidentifi ed reason. Th is 
suppression completely voids the 
experiment since it does not allow 
us to see what the virus will do in 
natural circumstances. It is ques-
tionable if a connection can be 
made from the mice to the men.
Instead, the study shows us how 
a mouse without a proper immune 
system is ravaged by the virus. Hin-
dering the immune systems of the 
mice is baffl  ing and it leaves the 
public with a useless study on Zika 
that makes people wonder what 
these researchers truly do with 
their grants and funding. 
Th ere is currently no evidence 
supported by facts and research 
that can claim Zika aff ects male 
fertility. With this tricky and sur-
prising virus, such developments 
are undoubtedly a possibility, but 
as of yet, proper research has not 
been conducted. 
Progression toward fi ghting the 
virus has not improved either. A 
vaccine is nonexistent and current 
Zika safety consists of preventa-
tive action, such as avoiding mos-
quito bites and using condoms. 
If citizens truly want to fi ght back 
against this virus and understand 
its eff ects, they need researchers 
who will conduct thorough stud-
ies and produce valid results. Dia-
mond, at the worst case scenario, 
acted as a fortune teller, and at 




Researchers cannot assume that Zika causes infertility in men without testing men exposed to Zika
B
aruch College offi  cially 
opened Avenue C: Food and 
Beverage Market on Oct. 31. 
Th e market provides fresh food 
and beverages in user-friendly ki-
osks and employs a self-checkout 
system for faster service.
At fi rst glance, students see a 
beverage maker that off ers coff ee 
and other hot drinks. Refrigerators 
hold salads, sandwiches and pack-
aged foods, like carrots and cheese 
cubes. In addition to major credit 
cards, the self-checkout counter 
accepts a preloaded balance kept 
on a customized account that re-
quires a fi ngerprint to access.
Avenue C is a success because 
it accommodates the needs of 
most students. Th e variety is pleas-
antly surprising. Th is means that 
students and faculty members 
could grab a salad, sandwich, bev-
erage and dessert, while still hav-
ing a full, satisfying and aff ordable 
lunch. Students can treat them-
selves to something sweet in be-
tween classes or make themselves 
a cup of coff ee as a pick-me-up. 
Avenue C has an impressive 
range of healthy options as well. 
Many students leave campus to 
pick up lunch at a quick and ca-
sual place. Some major restaurant 
chains sell foods that are loaded 
with an astronomical amount of 
calories, which can add up as the 
semester continues. 
Th e most benefi cial aspect of 
Avenue C is that it is located on the 
fi rst fl oor of the Newman Vertical 
Campus—students do not even 
have to leave the campus to get 
food. Th is is especially helpful as 
the frigid winter season approach-
es. Instead of braving the weather 
outside, students are simply able 
to take the escalator down to Av-
enue C. Th is cuts down on walking 
time, as students can avoid going 
to a grill or a deli outside of Ba-
ruch. Instead, they have more time 
to eat before their next class. 
Despite its benefi ts, a self-
checkout may be diffi  cult to fi gure 
out initially because it is up to us-
ers to make sure that the machine 
appropriately scans the food. Th e 
screens and the checkout system 
can be confusing to navigate, but 
there always seems to be a worker 
nearby to help out.
Avenue C is a positive step in 
the right direction, but several al-
terations can enhance its services. 
Installing a help button near the 
checkout center would be useful 
for newcomers. Avenue C should 
also be mindful of every student’s 
needs by providing kosher and 
vegetarian choices, as well as op-
tions for people who have allergies 
to gluten or nuts. Sandwich and 
salad options can be expanded to 
off er a greater array of choices.
Avenue C would be able to win 
over more students by providing a 
breakfast menu. Since the cafete-
ria is open Monday through Fri-
day starting at 7:30 a.m., it could 
conveniently provide breakfast 
options to hungry students. At-
tending college in the city that 
never sleeps means that morning 
rushes are inevitable, so busy stu-
dents can breathe a sigh of relief 
when they are able to pick up their 
breakfast before class.
Although there are some minor 
qualms with the system, the addi-
tion of this indoor “cafeteria” fi nal-
ly gives Baruch a sense of the tra-
ditional college campus. Avenue C 
is an achievement for Baruch, but 
its benefi ts should defi nitely be 




Avenue C brings varied 
food options to Baruch
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Election incites threats and violence
A 
gasoline pipeline in Ala-
bama that exploded re-
cently may soon be re-
opened. Th e blast left one person 
dead and fi ve others injured. Th is 
same pipeline was the site of the 
largest gasoline spill in years just 
last September, which led to long 
lines at gas stations in southern 
United States. 
Th e pipeline is 5,500 miles long 
and carries more than three mil-
lion barrels of gasoline and fuel 
from the Gulf Coast to the New 
York Harbor. Colonial Pipeline 
Inc., the parent company, is look-
ing into opening certain parts of 
the pipeline since the shutdown 
restricted gasoline supply to mil-
lions of U.S. citizens.
Th e blast also caused two wild-
fi res that burned through 31 acres 
of land that was already plagued by 
a severe drought for several weeks. 
Residents within three miles of the 
blast site were evacuated. 
Th e leak in September put the 
pipeline out of service for 12 days, 
leading to long lines at pumps and 
higher gas prices in Georgia and 
Tennessee. In response to this lat-
est episode, the governors of Ala-
bama, Georgia and North Carolina 
temporarily lifted trucking guide-
lines to prevent any spikes in gas 
prices. Th is was a start toward im-
proving the situation, but the ac-
tion clearly does not alleviate all 
of the burdens off  citizens. For 
now, the spike in prices has been 
relatively small.
Th e U.S. Pipeline and Hazard-
ous Materials Safety Adminis-
tration only recently opened its 
investigation. It seems to have 
already concluded that it was a 
freak accident. A piece of excava-
tion equipment appeared to have 
hit the pipeline, causing the explo-
sion. Th e origin of the piece still 
remains a mystery. PHMSA needs 
more resources to ensure the safe-
ty of U.S. pipelines and their work-
ers. Th e explosion is saddening not 
only because of the deaths but be-
cause this could have easily been 
prevented if the proper resources 
and regulations were in place.
Th e next step is a reevaluation 
of the PHMSA. Th e PHMSA needs 
more inspectors to help cover the 
pipeline as there are only 188 in-
spectors. Additionally, adminis-
trative changes need to be made in 
order to improve the response rate 
of the PHMSA to its new rules and 
regulations. 
Stricter fi nes and penalties 
would also make companies like 
Colonial comply faster and make 
substantive safety improvements. 
Failure to do so will only lead to 
more spills and environmental 
damage, even the loss of other 
lives. In the long term, it would 
fare better for the nation to turn to 
cleaner and safer forms of energy. 
Th is, however, is unlikely to hap-
pen as the pipeline would be too 
diffi  cult to replace immediately.
Federal auditors have found 
out that the PHMSA has missed 
75 percent of its deadlines for re-
sponding to new regulations. Pro-
visions passed by Congress in 2011 
have still not been written. Th e 
PHMSA is understaff ed, which 
evidently results in dire conse-
quences. Colonial has stated it 
instituted several changes to com-
ply with the corrective orders. Th e 
PHMSA says if it fi nds any wrong-
doing on Colonial’s part, fi nancial 
penalties can be levied or a crimi-
nal case can be arranged.
-Davon Singh
Digital Marketing '18
Pipeline's gasoline spill 
calls for reevaluation
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African nations must rejoin the ICC
I
t is not without irony that Bu-
rundi, Gambia and South Afri-
ca left the International Crimi-
nal Court in 2016, which was de-
clared the “Year of Human Rights 
in Africa.” Members of the African 
Union left on the claims that the 
ICC unfairly targets Africa. Th is 
assertion has been heralded with 
cynicism by Burundi. Th e African 
Union is divided on the matter of 
cooperating with the ICC. 
Th e ICC, established by the 
Rome Statue in 1998, entered into 
force in 2002. It has four core areas: 
crimes against humanity, geno-
cide, war crimes and crimes of ag-
gression, which have no statute of 
limitations. 
Interestingly enough, the ICC 
has, in its short tenure, been inves-
tigating the Central African Repub-
lic, Cote d’Ivoire, the Democratic 
Republic of Congo, Kenya, Libya, 
Mali, Sudan and Uganda.
Today, Burundi is in the midst 
of a constitutional crisis. Its presi-
dent violated the constitution in 
2015 by seeking a third term in of-
fi ce. A failed coup to remove him 
has created a humanitarian crisis 
plagued by unlawful killings, rape, 
disappearances, arbitrary arrests 
and imprisonment. 
Due to the lack of resolution of 
the internal unrest and prolonged 
violence, this landlocked country 
has secured the spotlight of inter-
national interest.
In order to escape censure 
and prosecution, Burundi has 
opted out of the ICC. Burundi de-
nounced the ICC as an instrument 
of the West used to punish African 
nations, an echo from a half-centu-
ry ago when African countries be-
came independent and fl oated the 
danger of neo-colonialism.
Gambia failed to employ the 
ICC to punish the European Union 
for the deaths of thousands of 
fl eeing African asylum seekers in 
the Mediterranean. As a result, in 
a huff  it branded the ICC as the 
“International Caucasian Court,” 
accusing it of “persecution and hu-
miliation of people of color.”
South Africa’s decision to pull 
out of the ICC also strikes a seri-
ous note. For one, Nelson Mandela 
was a strong advocate of the ICC 
as he was involved in its creation. 
Jacob Zuma also hosted an African 
Union summit in 2015, steadfastly 
refusing to execute the ICC’s war-
rant on Sudan’s Omar al-Bashir. 
Al-Bashir committed war crimes 
and genocide—crimes against hu-
manity. Zuma’s inaction seriously 
challenged the authority and pres-
tige of the court.
Kenya’s President Uhuru Ke-
nyatta is still smarting from his ICC 
trial for postelection violence and 
crimes against humanity. In 2011, 
he answered the Court’s summons 
for pre-trial examination. His 
highly spirited defense resulted 
in a dismissal of charges, but the 
dismissal did not make the un-
pleasant experience less humiliat-
ing. Kenyatta plans for the African 
Union to quit the ICC en masse, 
proclaiming that it unfairly targets 
Africa and its leaders. 
Cote d’Ivoire favors the ICC in 
the prosecution of its former Presi-
dent Laurent Gbagbo and his wife 
for crimes against humanity, geno-
cide, killings and rapes. Similarly, 
Guinea is grateful for the ICC’s 
investigation of the 2009 mass 
graves, torture and killings of civil-
ians during a civil war. Botswana, 
Gabon, Nigeria, Senegal and Sierra 
Leone, Tanzania, and Tunisia have 
also expressed support of the ICC. 
Yet, it is undeniable that there 
is a strong current of opposition 
to the ICC by powerful African 
leaders. Th e withdrawal from its 
protection leaves African coun-
tries open to the vagaries of their 
own leaders, who, in documented 
cases, are corrupt and act with im-
punity and malice. Th ey may try 
to hide behind spurious claims of 
racism or exaggerated harassment, 
but the stubborn facts belie them. 
African withdrawal surely 
weakens the ICC. Th e ICC has no 
army to impose its will; it has in-
spectors, jurists, magistrates and 
prosecutors of all races and na-
tionalities to carry out its mandates 
within the United Nations. 
Seventy years after Nuremberg, 
the African Union has thrown the 
gauntlet down to international law 
and prosecution of serious crimes 
against humanity. 
Only by voting will these coun-
tries rejoin the ICC for the benefi t 




CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE
Board members are elected 
through a popular vote by the stu-
dent body and, if called upon, re-
port to meetings with their respec-
tive administrative departments. 
Th e purpose of board members 
is to relay the wants and needs of 
their constituents. A few examples 
of boards include the Student 
Building Fund Committee and the 
Health Advisory Board. 
Th e third tier consists of 14 
representative senators who are 
elected through a popular vote by 
the student body. Each represen-
tative senator represents 1,000 stu-
dents and has one vote on the USG 
Senate, where clubs are allocated 
budgets, resolutions are passed 
and student services are voted on 
and decided. 
Th e fourth tier consists of vice 
presidents. Th ere are four vice 
presidents who are also elected 
through popular vote. Each vice 
president chairs a specifi c com-
mittee and retains one vote on the 
USG Senate. 
Th e fi fth and fi nal tier is called 
the Executive Board of USG. Th e 
Executive Board is also elected 
through popular vote by the stu-
dent body and is made up of the 
president, the vice president, the 
treasurer and the secretary. 
I, as a USG representative 
senator, feel that USG is lacking a 
branch. As a result, it is not per-
forming to the best of its abilities 
for our constituency. Th e only way 
to protect the rights of Baruch stu-
dents and ensure maximum trans-
parency and accountability is to 
amend the USG constitution by 
adding a third branch—the USG 
Supreme Court. 
Daniel Dornbaum, the cur-
rent USG president, mentioned 
last year that he wanted to explore 
the possibility of this addition to 
our government. However, Dorn-
baum was busy with his duties as 
vice president of Legislative Aff airs 
and the project was placed on the 
back burner. 
As a newly elected represen-
tative senator, I held no cardinal 
duties as head of a committee. 
Th erefore, I am in a position that 
I can use as a vehicle, and I owe 
it to the students of Baruch to re-
vive Dornbaum’s original idea of 
implementing a judicial branch 
for our student government. I am 
pleased to announce that USG has 
formed a committee for this very 
purpose, titled the Constitutional 
Review Committee. 
Every student should be aware 
of what his or her representatives 
are doing. Th is article is a way for 
students to not only fi nd out what 
their representatives are doing, but 
more importantly, the reasons be-
hind the decisions and initiatives 
of their student representatives. 
I want to reach out to the stu-
dents. Th e addition of a judicial 
branch is a rough draft that needs 
a lot of work and all students are 
welcome to chime in on the dis-
cussion. As I have previously ex-
plained, all undergraduate stu-
dents can join committees to make 
changes in Baruch. 
If this project interests you, 
please send me an email at An-
drew.Windsor@usgbaruch.com. 
My committee has and will con-
tinue to meet in person on Th urs-
days at 5 p.m. in the USG Confer-
ence Room. Discussions in-person 
and offl  ine will be geared toward 
deliberating the limitations, the 
powers and the purpose of a USG 
Supreme Court.
False claims of racism do not provide justifi cation for various African states to withdraw from the ICC
Student government 
needs judicial branch
Pollution in India requires attention
C
ountries in Southeast Asia 
are stagnating in their ef-
forts to protect the climate 
and reduce air pollution. On a 
daily basis, more than 300 million 
children in this region breathe un-
healthy air that surpasses the haz-
ardous threshold set by the World 
Health Organization. 
India and China alone are re-
sponsible for contributing nearly 
two-thirds of this pollution. India’s 
pollution issues need to be ad-
dressed now, before this toxicity 
does irreversible damage to the re-
gion and its people. 
In the last decade, there has 
been a signifi cant shift in the way 
society has viewed global warm-
ing and how environmental factors 
play a part in its rapid progression. 
In the 1970s, the U.S. government 
established the Environmental 
Protection Agency as a way to cur-
tail the pollution that resulted from 
U.S. industrialization. 
Th is was a hard fought battle as 
there was strong opposition to the 
decision, as  many lawmakers de-
nied that climate change was a real 
problem. 
In the United States, citizens 
often take for granted what the 
implementation of the EPA has 
done, for both the U.S. environ-
ment and for the physical health of 
its citizens. However, other coun-
tries throughout the world, such as 
India, have not advanced as fast as 
the United States has in this matter.
One major advantage the Unit-
ed States has is that the country 
entered the Industrial Revolution 
earlier than countries like China or 
India. Recently, China has shifted 
its stance on environmental pro-
tection after its image suff ered 
from its ignorance of the climate 
change problem. 
In India, a major contributing 
factor to negative climate change 
has been the government’s hesita-
tion to enforce laws and provide 
solutions to curb pollution. 
Recently in New Delhi, India's 
capital, the air quality became 
so hazardous that schools around 
the city were forced to shut 
down. Some scientists attributed 
this increase in air pollution to
the hundreds of thousands of 
farmers who have been burning 
the excess straw from their last 
crop to make space for the upcom-
ing winter wheat crop. Th is process 
entails burning roughly 32 million 
tons of straw, causing a signifi -
cant spike in a hazardous particle 
known as PM 2.5. 
Th is practice is unnecessary, 
as there is an alternative approach 
that can mitigate the environmen-
tal damages caused from burning 
the crops. Th e Indian government 
has set up a program to subsidize 
the costs of a machine that helps 
plant next season’s crop without 
burning down the remaining for-
estry. Ironically, this product is 
known as the Happy Seeder.
Th e problem that arises is that 
the cost of the machine is more 
than what most farmers earn from 
their entire crop. Even with gov-
ernment subsidies, the cost is still 
around $1,900. Th is is an impos-
sible price to pay for the average 
farmer, who can risk up to a $225 
fi ne for burning their excess crops. 
Many farmers believe that by 
burning their fi elds, they are fer-
tilizing their soil and clearing it 
of pests. When farmers took ad-
vantage of the Happy Seeder pro-
gram, they noticed an increase in 
crop yield and reduced costs in 
fertilization. 
Th is happens when the crops 
decompose and they release nu-
trients into the soil. Th is calls for 
farmers to be educated about the 
benefi ts of using this program and 
the dispelling of their false beliefs. 
However, this does not solve the 
economic problem that arises on 
the local level.
Th e urgency of this situation 
dictates that action must be taken 
now. Th e long term eff ects are far 
too costly in both economic and 
physical capital. In light of the re-
cent Paris Agreement on climate 
change, one would hope that all 
participating nations would ap-
proach these situations more ag-
gressively. 
If the Indian government is not 
economically able to cover the 
costs of modernizing into the 21st 
century, then there must be a mo-
tion for both local and global ef-
forts to address this problem. One 
such solution could involve phil-
anthropic ventures made by those 
who are able to off er fi nancial help 
for the necessary resources. 
A more practical solution is to 
push local farmers to form collec-
tives to increase their purchasing 
power and share the machines, 
which needs to be used only once 
per crop cycle. Th is approach is 
much more direct and requires 
the farmers to work together in 
conjunction with the government 
to reduce the unnecessary toxic 
emissions from the crop-burning 
practice. 
In the coming weeks, more 
toxic air will spread to the highly 
populated capital and to neighbor-
ing countries. By implementing 
the solutions above, it is possible to 
eliminate this source of pollution 
permanently and provide a cleaner 
world in which the children of In-
dia may grow up healthily. 
-Seamus Kirk
Political Science '17
Air quality in India is devastatingly poor due to incessant crop burning and may call for intervention
The withdrawal from its protection leaves African 
countries open to the vagaries of their own leaders, who, 
in documented cases, are corrupt and act with impunity 
and malice.
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NEWS EDITOR
In the midst of a series of 
deals between large Chinese com-
panies and Hollywood, China’s 
Wanda Group has bought Dick 
Clark Productions.
Th e $1 billion deal gives Wanda 
Group owner Wang Jianlin and 
his company access to a large part 
of the U.S. television industry. 
Dick Clark Productions is respon-
sible for producing some of the 
largest shows in the U.S. entertain-
ment fi eld, including the Ameri-
can Music Awards, the Billboard 
Music Awards and the Golden 
Globe Awards.
Th e Wanda Group had been 
involved in talks to buy Dick 
Clark Productions since late Sep-
tember. Th e deal is the fi rst of the 
Wanda Group’s purchases to in-
volve the U.S. television indus-
try. However, the company is no 
stranger to purchasing U.S. enter-
tainment property.
In January 2016, Jianlin an-
nounced that his company would 
be paying $3.5 billion to purchase 
Legendary Entertainment, a Hol-
lywood movie studio responsible 
for Interstellar and Jurassic World, 
among other box offi  ce hits. Since 
2012, the Wanda Group has owned 
AMC Th eatres, securing the com-
pany’s title as the largest cinema 
chain operator in the world.
Aside from its acquisitions, the 
Wanda Group also made a deal 
with Sony Pictures Entertainment 
in September that will allow it to 
infl uence certain big budget fi lms 
produced by Sony and market 
them toward Chinese moviego-
ers. Sony Pictures’ successful fi lm 
franchises include Men in Black, 
Resident Evil, Spider-Man and Un-
derworld.
Jianlin has made it clear in past 
interviews that he wishes to even-
tually own at least one of Holly-
wood’s Big Six movie studios. Th is 
list includes 20th Century Fox, 
Columbia Pictures, Paramount 
Pictures, Universal Pictures, Walt 
Disney Studios and Warner Bros. 
Pictures. Jianlin estimates that the 
opportunity for a purchase of that 
magnitude will come within the 
next one or two years.
Earlier this year, a letter penned 
by 16 members of the U.S. Con-
gress expressed fears over what 
seems to be an increasing amount 
of foreign business acquisitions 
across a variety of U.S. sectors. Th e 
letter also called for the continued 
scrutiny of foreign acquisitions of 
U.S. companies. 
Th e letter warns that in the 
wake of the upcoming presidential 
transition, it “is an opportune time 
for the Government Accountability 
Offi  ce to review what has worked 
well, and where the Committee on 
Foreign Investment in the United 
States authorities may need to be 
expanded, especially given the rise 
in state-owned enterprises and 
state-controlled enterprises from 
China and Russia, among other 
designated countries.”
Th e letter went on to express 
wariness over U.S. media sec-
tors being controlled by foreign 
companies and whether or not 
issues such as these are a risk to 
national security. 
In past interviews, however, Ji-
anlin has claimed that the United 
States exports far too much media 
to China for foreign control to be a 
legitimate concern.
Last month, Alibaba Pictures 
struck a deal with director Steven 
Spielberg to produce and dis-
tribute fi lms in China. Alibaba, 
which dominates the Chinese fi lm 
industry, was founded by billion-
aire Jack Ma.
Under the deal, Ma’s company 
acquired a small stake in Amb-
lin Partners, a content creation 
company for television and fi lm 
that was co-founded by Spielberg. 
Alibaba will also be given a seat on 
Amblin’s board of directors.
With the aforementioned deals 
in place, China is predicted to soon 
be able to boast the world’s largest 
movie market. Currently, the title 
for the largest movie market is held 




Every year, tens of thousands of 
well-qualifi ed candidates apply for 
some of the most coveted roles in 
fi nance: venture capital, private eq-
uity and investment banking. Th ey 
are notoriously diffi  cult fi elds to get 
into. With some of the biggest fi -
nancial fi rms slowing down the rate 
at which they hire new employees, 
the competition for positions in the 
fi eld has never been greater. 
According to an article pub-
lished by Fortune, applicants have 
a better chance of receiving an ac-
ceptance letter from Harvard Uni-
versity than securing a job at Gold-
man Sachs. In 2015, the Ivy League 
school reported an acceptance rate 
of 5.3 percent compared to only 3 
percent from the investment bank.
Th is past summer, Anthony 
Olaniyi, a current student in the 
Zicklin School of Business, got to-
gether with Armin Mohammadi 
and Irfan Sheikh to create a mobile 
platform that could revolutionize 
the way students prepare and net-
work in preparation for internships 
and full-time jobs.
Preplyst is a peer-to-peer mar-
ketplace for recruitment prepara-
tion services on college campuses. 
Users can connect in-person or 
virtually with other undergraduate 
and MBA students—or what the 
app refers to as preps—who have 
completed internships or received 
full-time off ers from top account-
ing, consulting and fi nance fi rms. 
Users can book 30-minute sessions 
with preps of his or her choice to 
go through services ranging from 
resume critques to informational 
interviews. In return, preps can 
charge a small fee for their services. 
Currently, Baruch College, Har-
vard University and University of 
Pennsylvania are the only schools 
listed on the app. However, other 
major universities have showed 
interest in having access to the 
platform.
Kyle Cayemittes, a fi nance stu-
dent at Baruch and head of busi-
ness development at Preplyst, 
shared that the goal of the compa-
ny is to give students an equal op-
portunity in the job market. 
“Minorities, international stu-
dents [and] transfer students are 
often left out of the loop when it 
comes to recruiting for fi nancial 
services and across all other indus-
tries,” Cayemittes said.
Cayemittees later added that 
Preplyst is also useful for students 
have no direct access to these 
resources.
He hopes that the new service 
provided by Preplyst will help “de-
mocratize resources so that every-
body gets a shot.”
A new user who wishes to utilize 
Preplyst is only required to create a 
profi le using his or her email and 
the name of his or her school. Upon 
registration, users can view a list of 
preps from their own school as well 
as other colleges. 
“Maybe they are looking for an 
insight from somebody who is at 
a consulting shop, like McKinsey, 
that Baruch students usually don’t 
go to,” said Cayemittes. “Now they 
have [undegraduate and MBA] 
students at other schools that rep-
resent McKinsey who they can hop 
on a phone call with and get the ad-
vice they are looking for.”
Th e cross-campus network not 
only gives users a wider array of 
preps to choose from but also gives 
them access to industry profes-
sionals who may not be available at 
their local campus. 
“In order to build a community, 
we opened it up so that now Baruch 
students can see Harvard students 
or hop on a call with somebody that 
is a representative at a company 
that they are shooting for that’s not 
on campus,” said Cayemittes.
In addition, every prep is vetted 
to make sure that he or she is ca-
pable of providing the best service 
to other users. 
Once approved, preps can cre-
ate a profi le with a short descrip-
tion of their previous work expe-
rience and specialties. Users can 
leave reviews for their preps, which 
can be seen by other users who 
view the preps’ profi les.
When asked about how the 
team members fi t their new busi-
ness into their work schedules, 
Cayemittes said, “We have group 
huddles in our living room and 
we just brainstorm about the next 
direction … It’s a lot more eff ec-
tive when you’re in the same space 
as your team because it always 
serves as a meeting ground when 
you get home.”
Moving forward, the team wants 
to bring Preplyst to more campuses 
in the United States, though the app 
has not ruled out working with in-
ternational institutions in the future. 
In order to accommodate these 
aspirations, the next build will give 
users the opportunity to easily fa-
cilitate the phone call feature, the 
video call through Skype and other 
messaging systems. Th e team is 
also expected to include preps from 
other industries as more students 
join the platform.
Preplyst is a service that connects students seeking recruiting advice with peers who have already landed jobs and internships.
JONATHAN SPERLING | THE TICKER
Baruch students develop P2P recruitment preparation service
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Members of the Organization 
of the Petroleum Exporting Com-
panies agreed to limit production 
during their September meeting. 
However, the prices dropped once 
again after rumors surfaced that 
the organization, which controls 
40 percent of the world’s oil pro-
duction, made no fi nal agreements 
to cut output or decrease the rising 
oil stockpiles.
On Nov. 7, OPEC’s basket price 
of crude oil stood at $41.98. Th e 
prices have been steadily increas-
ing since the September OPEC 
meeting, climbing to their peak 
of $49.06 on Oct. 19. Th is shows a 
drop of $7.08 per barrel. 
Several news groups, including 
CNBC, reported that Saudi Arabia, 
the organization’s top oil producer, 
threatened to boost oil produc-
tion by one to two million barrels 
per day in order to drive down the 
price of oil. Th is move is aimed at 
Iran, which refuses to cut down its 
rate of oil production. 
If an agreement is not reached, 
Saudi Arabia’s OPEC representa-
tives threatened that they would 
stop attending the meetings, which 
would spark more instability in the 
oil market.
However, Iran is unlikely to 
back down. Th e country has been 
trying to regain its hold of the oil 
market since the sanctions against 
the country were lifted. Th is raises 
the possibility that the two coun-
tries will clash once again in the 
near future and ruin the chances 
of an agreement.
Iraq’s representatives also re-
quested to be exempted from 
OPEC’s production cap, putting 
the organization’s eff orts to cut 
down production in doubt.
Th e decreasing oil prices have 
helped to destroyed the economies 
of several countries, including that 
of Russia and Venezuela. If the 
prices drop even further, countries 
whose revenue relies on oil could 
face major economic troubles.
When the price of oil began 
to fall, economists believed that 
lowering the rate of oil produc-
tion could drive the prices back 
up. However, lowering supply was 
impossible as members of OPEC, 
particularly Saudi Arabia, refused 
to slow down production, as they 
generate most of their revenue 
throguh the oil industry.
“Th e markets are still under 
pressure of oversupply as refl ected 
in excess stocks,” OPEC Secretary 
General Mohammed Barkindo 
said in the fi rst meeting of the 
High-level Committee of the Al-
giers Accord. “Th e recovery pro-
cess has taken far too long and we 
cannot risk delaying the adjust-
ment any further.”
Th e High-level Committee, 
Barkindo explained later in his 
speech, was created to establish 
and implement new output levels 
for oil producing countries. It will 
also be responsible for creating 
more dialogue between the mem-
ber countries.
If the committee is able to set 
lower output levels, Barkindo ex-
plained, the oil stockpiles will de-
crease and the price of oil per bar-
rel will increase. 
“Today’s meeting, therefore, 
comes at a critical time for the 
global oil markets as we, produc-
ers, jointly put eff orts into taking 
action for the sake of the ‘sustain-
able market stability’ we all desire,” 
Barkindo added.
A recent Bloomberg article 
raises the point that bringing 
the prices of oil to a stable level 
would require an agreement that 
goes beyond OPEC members, 
including China, Russia and the 
United States.
Th e news organization cited a 
speech delivered by Ali al-Naimi, 
the former Saudi Arabian energy 
minister. In his speech, he praised 
non-OPEC countries for wanting 
to cooperate on cutting oil produc-
tion, though he acknowledges that, 
historically, most oil-producing 
countries were unwilling to cut 
production rates.
While disagreement among 
OPEC members is the main con-
tributor to the drop in oil prices, 
the rising stockpiles could also be 
at fault. Decreasing the oil stock-
piles would help boost the price 
of oil, though it will not resolve 
the issue.
Th e next OPEC meeting will 
take place on Nov. 30, in Vienna, 
Austria. At this point, the organi-
zation’s main priority is to solidify 
an agreement that would lower 
production rates and raise the 
prices of oil. However, this will 
require cooperation from Saudi 
Arabia and Iran. If the two coun-
tries do not cooperate during the 
negotiations, prices may be in for 
more trouble.
Several news groups, including CNBC, reported that Saudi 
Arabia, the organization’s top oil producer, threatened to 
boost oil production by one to two million barrels per day in 
order to drive down the price of oil. 
BY YELENA DZHANOVA
OPINIONS EDITOR
Th e unemployment rate is at its 
lowest point since February 2008, 
when the Great Recession was 
beginning. Th e U.S. Department 
of Labor released its monthly re-
port on Nov. 4, which stated that 
the unemployment rate dropped 
to 4.9 percent. Th e only presiden-
tial election year that has seen a 
lower unemployment rate was in 
2000, when George W. Bush and 
Al Gore were running. Back then, 
the unemployment rate stood at 
3.9 percent. 
Other economic measures, like 
hourly wages and job opportuni-
ties, have also increased, which 
may indicate continually growing 
economic prospects. Hourly wages 
have increased by 2.8 percent, the 
highest in seven years, reaching an 
average of $25.92 an hour.
According to NPR, “Hourly 
earnings rose 10 cents over last 
month, a higher increase than 
anticipated.”
More than 161,000 jobs were 
added in October, as stated in a 
report from the Bureau of Labor 
Statistics. Analysts anticipated job 
growth to rise to 175,000, so this 
statistic fell short of the prediction. 
Nevertheless, NPR states that 
“the report also revised upward 
the job growth for August and 
September. August had been 
pegged at 167,000 new jobs and is 
now at 176,000 while September 
had been reported as 156,000 and 
is now 191,000.” 
Since 2010, a total of 15 mil-
lion jobs have been created under 
Barack Obama’s presidency. Major 
cities such as Denver, Colorado 
and Madison, Wisconsin saw their 
unemployment rates fall as low as 
3 percent. Employers, however, 
have noticed trends that show de-
creasing workman quality. Busi-
nesses that pay $12 per hour are 
unable to attract more educated 
people who seek a higher wage. 
Th ese upward economic 
trends, along with the rise of the 
GDP, may lead the Federal Reserve 
to raise interest rates in December 
as initially proposed. 
NPR had its own speculation 
regarding the reasons behind this 
month’s job growth increase. 
“Th e October jobs report may 
have been aff ected by Hurricane 
Matthew, which struck the East 
Coast during the pay period ex-
amined for the report,” NPR states. 
“Th at may have aff ected numbers 
for average weekly hours, which 
typically go down when extreme 
weather strikes. Th e October re-
port showed the average workweek 
was unchanged at 34.4 hours.”
Over the past couple of years, 
jobs in service areas such as health 
care and fi nancial services have 
received a major lift while indus-
tries such as manufacturing and 
agriculture have struggled to stay 
relevant. While manufacturing is 
the sector that boasts the greatest 
productive capacity, an issue may 
be forthcoming. 
Despite the job availabil-
ity, some people may still remain 
doubtful of the growing economy. 
While there is a correlation be-
tween better wages and more 
confi dent spending, a disparag-
ing inequality gap between the 
middle and upper classes still ex-
ists. Higher wages urge employees 
to continue to work hard in order 
to gain benefi ts, but the signifi cant 
gap may unwind the eff ects of the 
encouraging factors. 
Additionally, mixed signals 
from the global economy and 
fears of a looming recession have 
kept U.S. citizens from putting 
their faith back into the system. 
Job security is also questioned, as 
up-and-coming industries make it 
harder for older workers to com-
pete with younger workers for jobs.
During the presidential elec-
tion, the topic of unemployment 
was only put in the spotlight a few 
times. Donald Trump, the current 
president-elect, did not provide 
any defi nite answers in response to 
probing questions about the need 
for a plan to tackle unemployment 
rate. However, his platform prom-
ised to bring manufacturing jobs 
back to the United States.
Doubtful OPEC deal lowers oil prices
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Unemployment rate falls to 4.9 percent
Employers added 161,000 new jobs in October compared to 156,000 in September.
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It is a peculiar decision to place 
any modern exhibition directly 
past the iconic Greek and Roman 
wing at the Metropolitan Museum 
of Art. Th e juxtaposition can easily 
suggest to a passerby that the mod-
ern work bears just as much sig-
nifi cance and artistry as the work of 
the Greeks and Romans from cen-
turies ago. 
Nevertheless, curators laid this 
space out near the classical art ex-
hibition and used it to pay homage 
to Max Beckmann, a New York-
based artist from the 20th century. 
Contrary to the title of the exhibi-
tion, “Max Beckmann in New York,” 
more pieces were dedicated to 
Beckmann’s experiences in coun-
tries of his exile, rather than in New 
York City.
Th e walls divided into sec-
tions that split the artwork into 
categories. Th ere were multiple 
entrances and exits to each subdi-
vision that demonstrated porous-
ness and permeability; visitors had 
the opportunity to go in and out of 
various sections without disrupt-
ing the fl ow of the artwork. Each 
piece, though characteristically 
distinct, complemented the entire 
collection. Prominent categories 
include Frankfurt, Muses, Saint 
Louis and New York: End of Exile, 
and Self-Portraits.
Each of Beckmann’s self-por-
traits featured the artist acces-
sorizing with a cigarette or a pipe. 
Beckmann donned a serious facial 
expression in each portrait, char-
acterized by furrowed brows and 
a distinctive frown. Th e section 
dulled viewers who spent more 
time reading the description than 
looking at the artwork. Beckmann 
relied on using the same aggres-
sive brushstrokes in each portrait, 
which made each work seem repet-
itive and superfl uous. Self-Portraits 
was the only section that lacked co-
hesion with the other sections.
Most of the other sections—
specifi cally Amsterdam: Voluntary 
Exile, Frankfurt, Muses and Saint 
Louis and New York: End of Exile—
primarily featured important wom-
en in his life. Th ese women were 
wives and lovers of Beckmann. 
Th eir exposed chests were painted 
with more dexterity than any other 
part with their faces either distort-
ed or not clearly shown.
Th e most surprising painting 
of these collections was that of an 
elderly woman, who Beckmann 
portrayed sitting in a chair calmly 
as opposed to standing or kneeling 
promiscuously. Th e accompany-
ing museum label did not identify 
the woman, but indicated that she 
must have been important to Beck-
mann since he only painted people 
he knew well. Th e other women in 
the exhibition had a name and title 
attached to them—provided that 
they exhibited some kind of lewd-
ness in their apparel.
Th ese sections revealed that 
Beckmann clearly distinguished 
the women in his life into two cat-
egories: wise, old sages and lecher-
ous, young seductresses.
A piece that resonated was 
“Falling Man,” a work depicting a 
man plunging to his death from 
the top of a skyscraper. Beckmann 
painted it in 1950, but it seemed 
highly anachronistic because it 
looked like an accurate represen-
tation of the devastating events on 
9/11. Th e painting was captioned 
as prophetic. 
Th e piece in itself appeared rad-
ically diff erent from the other por-
traits as the man was faced away 
from the viewer. Normally, his por-
traits depict the subject looking to-
ward the viewer. Beckmann tends 
to use less vibrant colors in his art-
work, unless he is trying to depict 
something that brings him a lot of 
excitement, such as the half-naked 
women. Th is painting, however, 
teems with blues, greens, oranges 
and reds. 
Th is painting may be chilling 
because it currently resides in the 
heart of New York City, or perhaps 
because talks of terrorist attacks 
have once again sprung up in daily 
conversation. It certainly stopped 
viewers in their tracks and con-
jured up a larger crowd than any of 
his other paintings.
It is diffi  cult to discuss each in-
dividual piece of the exhibition, 
particularly due to the fact that the 
exhibition was designed to show-
case connectivity. Although the 
artwork was grouped together and 
sectioned off , the various entrances 
made it diffi  cult to fi nd a start-
ing and ending point. To rectify 
this, many museum goers simply 
meandered through the exhibition 
since there was no defi nitive walk-
ing path.
Th e exhibition mostly succeed-
ed at piecing together the artwork 
in this regard, but the Self-Portraits 
section lacked the timbre that was 
present in the other sections. Al-
though the Self-Portraits section 
was the main portion of the exhibi-
tion, viewers seemed to gravitate 
toward more dramatic pieces in 
other sections. 
It was easy to get past the Self-
Portraits section because it did not 
present any allure, but getting out 
of the other sections was more dif-
fi cult because of their high level of 
connectivity.
MET puts spotlight on artist’s connection with New York City
The MET’s exhibit on Beckmann features 14 paintings that he created while living in New York along with 25 earlier works.
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Baruch professor directs Bernie West’s newest play, Blood Wedding
BY MAXIM IBADOV
SENIOR STAFF WRITER
For the fall production at the 
Bernie West Th eater, Baruch Col-
lege’s theatrical best gathered to 
present a production of the Blood 
Wedding. Written in 1932 by Span-
ish dramatist Federico Garcia 
Lorca, Blood Wedding is a tragedy 
about a society where one either 
conforms or is destined to be de-
stroyed by this society. 
Directed by Baruch’s own Chris-
topher Scott, this production aims 
at preserving Lorca’s original text 
and message. “Th e language is so 
poetic and so beautiful, that I did 
not want to impose anything and 
just let the text do its own work,” 
said Scott.
Th is particular production is 
important to Scott. He explained 
that he always chooses plays that 
are personal to him. Lorca was a 
homosexual man who was even-
tually executed during the Span-
ish Civil War. Lorca’s struggles are 
familiar to the director.  Another 
reason Scott chose this play was be-
cause Lorca was a Spanish writer. “I 
wanted to utilize somebody who 
has not written in English. We tend 
to forget that there are other play-
wrights other than [the] American 
or British,” said Scott. 
Blood Wedding is about an up-
coming village wedding between 
the bride, played by Jenna Smith, 
and the groom, played by Zach 
Mellado, and how it is interrupted 
by the bride’s past with another 
man Leonardo, played by Th omas 
Anderson. Every character pos-
sesses a multi-dimensional es-
sence, making these roles a real 
challenge for the actors. 
“Initially, I thought I [had] noth-
ing in common with the groom,” 
said Mellado, who also added that 
this role was the biggest struggle 
of his career. He continues, “But I 
thought a lot about it, and decided 
to turn every negative thing about 
the character into [a] positive. You 
cannot create from a place of hate.” 
For Smith, this was also her hardest 
role yet. 
“Th is is not a character you can 
just get into. It requires a lot of fo-
cus and it is very emotional,” she 
said. For some, their role is more 
of a physical challenge. Rosie Liu 
played the wife of Leonardo. “I 
am pregnant in the show and I try 
to wear the pregnant belly even 
outside of rehearsals, so I can get 
used to it. Th e diffi  cult thing is 
that, besides playing the character 
and her desperation for the hus-
band, I have to remember about 
the mood swings, and that I have to 
walk in a certain way. But it makes 
the character more interesting to 
play,” she said. 
Th ere are no small roles, only 
small actors. Th is saying perfectly 
matches this production because 
all of its characters are very promi-
nent, no matter how big the part is. 
Nayla Moon plays the neighbor, a 
role that is representative of soci-
ety in general. “She is a town gos-
sip,” said Moon. “She is a catalyst to 
many events, showing how impor-
tant society is to one’s actions. Th e 
neighbor is supposed to change 
drastically by the end of the play,” 
she added. 
Th is drastic change is a symbol 
for progressivism, which unfortu-
nately, often occurs when it is too 
late. Lorca is a big fan of symbolism. 
Th ere is a character named Death 
played by Nicholas Matthews. Mat-
thew explains his character saying, 
“he is an equalizer because no mat-
ter who you are in society, every-
body is equal to death.” Opposite of 
Death is Moon, portrayed by Mela-
nie DiPalma. “I would say that my 
character is very androgynous. She 
is a representation of Lorca’s own 
sexuality.” 
Lorca wanted to express his own 
struggles by focusing on gender 
roles and duties, especially that of 
a woman. Eileen Makak plays the 
mother of the groom—the charac-
ter who struggles the most because 
of her matriarchal role. “She is the 
mother of the world created in this 
little village. She is not just the ma-
triarch, but due to the death of her 
husband and elder son, she has 
to be the father fi gure to her only 
son. It is tough because she has to 
encompass the motherly duty and 
embody the fatherly dominance 
and its tough. Th ere is a lot of pres-
sure,” Makak said.
On the bride’s side, the father, 
played by Jose Ayala, is not really 
the prominent patriarch. Th e bride 
is raised by the maid, who is played 
by Leslie Nicole Ivery. “She is fun,” 
said Ivery in excitement.  “She is 
a server, but she is very dynamic 
and independent. She is very sex-
ual and fl irtatious and has a larger 
than life persona. She is a very pro-
gressive character: there is a gap 
between men and women at that 
time, but she fi ghts her own beliefs 
without a moment of hesitation. 
And she loves the bride very much,” 
she added.
Th e beauty of the production is 
that there is a great mix of experi-
enced students with newcomers. 
Some people in the cast have al-
ready done multiple productions 
in their lives. Billy Zhu, who plays 
the “Boy,” is doing his fi rst show. “At 
fi rst I was overwhelmed because 
others already have a lot of expe-
rience. But everybody is very nice 
and supportive,” he said. Th ere is a 
strong sense of community for the 
actors. As Makak pointed out, “Th is 
cast has got personality.”
When asked about their expe-
rience working with Scott, there is 
unanimous and universal acclaim. 
Scott receives the appraisal that 
even most well-known directors 
can only dream of. 
“Unlike other directors, he 
doesn’t tell you what to do,” said 
Smith. “He lets you do anything 
and see if it works. He does not in-
vade your artistic space.” 
“He has been my mentor and I 
am thankful to him for everything,” 
Melado added, explaining that he 
has a special relationship with Di-
rector Scott. “He noticed me when 
I was a baseball player and gave me 
a chance to try acting. He believed 
in me and now I minor in Th eater.”
Th e way the actors talk about 
their director is not just heart-
warming—it is inspiring. 
Th e idea of not fi tting into the 
community that is being brought 
in the play is something that all ac-
tors and crew can relate to in one 
particular instance. Baruch is 
a commuter school with a very 
strong reputation of being busi-
ness-oriented. Th erefore, when 
talking about art and theater, there 
is often backlash or a lack of sup-
port from the student population 
and administration. 
Scott, however, stays optimistic. 
“It is frustrating,” he said, “but it has 
gone progressively better. We have 
a lot of untapped talent and we 
have been very fortunate, especial-
ly for this production, to fi nd some 
great gems.” Most of the cast mem-
bers major in business-related 
courses like corporate communi-
cations and fi nance, but everybody 
supports the theater program and 
the initiatives being introduced at 
Baruch. Jamie Daniele, who plays 
the mother-in-law, sums up the 
sentiment in the best possible way: 
“We live in New York City. It’s the 
epicenter of art. Why not?” 
Blood Wedding begins run-
ning on Nov. 15 at the Bernie West 
Th eater.
Blood Wedding is about an upcoming village wedding between the bride, played by Jenna 
Smith, and the groom, played by Zach Mellado, and how it is interrupted by the bride’s past 
with another man Leonardo, played by Thomas Anderson. Every character possesses a multi-
dimensional essence, making these roles a real challenge for the actors. “Initially, I thought I 
[had] nothing in common with the groom,” said Mellado, who also added that this role was the 
biggest struggle of his career.
The folk tragedy is written by Spanish poet and playwright Federico Garcia Lorca who was assassinated a week after accepting a political post during the Spanish Civil War
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MCU enthralls audiences with Cumberbatch in Doctor Strange
If superhero fi lms have begun 
to feel overdone by their reuse of 
the same stories, full of beams to 
the sky and forgettable villains, 
then Marvel’s newest installment 
in its ever-expanding cinematic 
universe is the new life fans have 
been looking for.
Doctor Strange dazzles and 
enthralls in its psychedelic and 
city-bending sequences, while pro-
viding a story accessible for even 
the least-informed comic book 
fans. Even as Marvel has contin-
ued to add new fi lmmakers to its 
bullpen and included characters 
as wide-reaching as Ant-Man, 
Rocket Raccoon and Vision, there 
is a consistent formula in all of its 
movies. Th ere are the quips and 
the awkward pauses that punctu-
ate character dialogue. Star Wars is 
referenced in the loss of a charac-
ter’s arm, Stan Lee has consistent 
cameo’s and audiences have gotten 
used to waiting after the credits for 
extra scenes. Th ese scenes usually 
provide only the slightest hint of 
a tease, never quite reaching the 
simple satisfaction of Th e Avengers’ 
shawarma scene.
For an individual movie, the 
details work, but after 14 fi lms, it 
begins to feel as though Marvel 
should start looking for new tricks. 
Th ankfully, Doctor Strange is chock 
full of new ideas. Th e introduction 
of Scarlet Witch after the credits of 
Captain America: Th e Winter Sol-
dier brought magic into the uni-
verse and, in this fi lm, the titular 
doctor runs with it. Th ere is telepor-
tation and time manipulation. Cit-
ies bend in ways that would make 
fans of Inception happy. Dimen-
sions are shifted and magical relics 
are collected. When it comes to its 
mystical elements, Doctor Strange 
does not skimp on any content. 
Th e story tells of Doctor Stephen 
Strange, a brilliant neurosurgeon 
who knows just how brilliant he 
is, portrayed by Benedict Cumber-
batch. He turns down cases that 
could ruin his successful record, 
humiliates co-workers who are not 
on his level of expertise and acts 
like Iron Man’s Tony Stark. His pen-
chant for attempted humor calls 
back to Robert Downey Jr.’s wise-
cracking in previous Marvel fi lms. 
Strange even gets a goatee later 
in the movie. As a result of Doctor 
Strange’s arrogance, he crashes his 
car, careening off  the side of a road 
and crushing his hands in the pro-
cess. With the prospect of never be-
ing able to perform surgery again, 
the doctor searches for any kind of 
treatment, known or experimental, 
ending up at the door of Th e An-
cient One, a bald monk played by 
Tilda Swinton.
Her character is as bizarre as 
any description could sound. Swin-
ton is accompanied by Chiwetel 
Ejiofor as Baron Karl Mordo. Th ese 
two characters and all the disci-
ples surrounding them don color-
ful robes and practice martial art 
forms that fi t right into the narra-
tive of a Nepalese monastery where 
the protagonist must rediscover 
him or herself before gaining new 
powers. Th e masters there teach of 
a darkness that wishes to consume 
all worlds, defended only by their 
ancient order. For all of its intensity, 
Doctor Strange pleases by not tak-
ing anything too seriously. Mordo 
gives Strange the monastery’s Wi-Fi 
password and Strange later has an 
encounter with Wong, the librar-
ian, who provides a humorous mu-
sical reference. As the doctor jokes 
around, trying to crack a smile on 
the serious faces of his fellow stu-
dents, it acts as a recognition that 
at the end of the day, this is still a 
movie based on a comic book—it is 
supposed to be fun. 
Doctor Strange is an origin sto-
ry, creating a new character with 
all the jargon and comic references 
that come along. Still, everything is 
understandable to new audiences. 
Once the credits roll, a phrase, 
“Th e Eye of Agamotto,” enters the 
lexicon of casual viewers, no longer 
belonging only to comic fans. 
Th e movie excels most in its in-
novation. One particular sequence, 
involving the bending of New York 
City into a series of platforms and 
buildings folding into themselves, 
is remarkably dazzling, but the 
beauty does not stop there. Th e 
mystics cast magic gorgeously, 
with geometrical patterns acting as 
the representation of multidimen-
sional powers. As time is dilated, 
repeated and reversed, the imagery 
is further expanded. A lightning 
bolt slowly cracks the sky, while 
raindrops seem to hang in the air. 
Th is visual creativity is even refl ect-
ed in the score, with the inclusion 
of a harpsichord, an instrument 
not usually found in a superhero 
soundtrack.
Th e whole experience begs to 
be watched in IMAX, 3D or both, 
and is one of few movies that really 
deserves that treatment. With all 
this innovation, it is questionable 
how well the movie may hold up 
over time and against future Mar-
vel releases. Guardians of the Gal-
axy, beloved and acclaimed, was 
strongly dependent on its humor 
and repeated viewings diminish 
its apparent quality. Th e Avengers 
was an opportunity to see indi-
vidual franchises united under one 
umbrella, but soon, that lost its 
feeling of uniqueness. Meanwhile, 
Th e Winter Soldier works outside 
of the superhero genre as an actual 
fi lm, providing new information 
with every viewing, while having 
real depth. 
When the eff ects in Doctor 
Strange eventually repeat in oth-
er fi lms, or the technology that 
brought it about becomes out-
dated, it is unclear whether or not 
it will maintain its unique quality. 
Doctor Strange has real character 
development and self-confronta-
tion. Th ere are majestic visuals and 
the satisfaction of Cumberbatch’s 
depth of portrayal. Th e fi lm is one 
of the most unique superhero fl icks 
to come, giving hope that if the su-
perhero cinematic trend continues, 
there is still more to be seen.
REEL REVIEWS
BENJAMIN WALLIN
Cumberbatch, who plays the titular role, is forced to choose between his life of fortune or leave it behind to defend the world.
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Three Yes members come together to revive band’s musical legacy
BY LUIS LUCERO
STAFF WRITER
Recently, three alumni of the 
progressive rock band Yes came 
together to form Anderson, Rabin 
and Wakemen in order to continue 
the musical tradition that they cu-
rated during each of their respec-
tive runs in the band. Original lead 
vocalist and acoustic guitarist Jon 
Anderson performed in 18 of the 
band’s 21 studio albums and toured 
with them continuously until 2004. 
In 2008, Anderson was sup-
posed to tour with Yes again un-
til he suff ered a near fatal case of 
acute respiratory failure. Th e band 
then decided to move on without 
him and Anderson has been per-
forming as a solo artist ever since.
South African-based Trevor 
Rabin was the third and most re-
cent lead guitarist to join Yes. Dur-
ing the 1980s and through the mid 
1990s, Rabin’s songwriting contri-
butions moved the band away from 
their progressive roots and toward 
pop and radio accessibility—a 
strategy that paid off  big time. 
Yes made four Top 40 singles, 
including their sole number one 
“Owner of a Lonely Heart.” After 
leaving the band in 1995, Rabin 
took up a very successful career 
as a score composer, working on 
various movies, TV shows and even 
a ride at the Walt Disney World 
Resort. 
Yes has had many keyboard 
players in their nearly 50 year his-
tory, but none more legendary than 
Rick Wakeman, the second person 
to fi ll the role. He also happens 
to have the most successful solo 
albums of all Yes members, with 
his trilogy of concept albums 
reaching the Top 40 on the album 
charts both in England and the 
United States.
Wakeman has been in the band 
for fi ve separate tenures, the most 
recent of which ended in 2007 due 
to health concerns.
Conceptually, the idea for ARW 
is intriguing because of its unifi -
cation of so many prominent Yes 
members. With one key member of 
‘70s Yes and another from ‘80s Yes 
being united by someone who was 
in Yes for fi ve consecutive decades, 
the lineup brings promise to many 
longtime Yes fans. 
It also leads to comparisons of 
a previous Yes splinter group that 
featured Anderson and Wake-
man, aptly titled Anderson Bruford 
Wakeman Howe. 
With the three musicians fi nally 
arriving together for this long-
awaited collaboration, the trio 
kicked things off  with an introduc-
tory U.S. tour dubbed “ARW: An 
Evening of Yes Music and More.” 
Last week, the tour passed through 
New York with a sold-out show at 
the Beacon Th eatre. 
For both Rabin and Wake-
man, this tour marks the fi rst time 
in years that either of them have 
played an entire concert of Yes 
music. To make things more inter-
esting, many of the songs are from 
both of their respective tenures in 
the band. 
For the most part, both of them 
manage to emulate Steve Howe 
and Tony Kaye’s original guitar and 
keyboard parts respectively. One 
interesting moment in particular 
was during “Owner of a Lonely 
Heart,” when Rabin and Wake-
man engaged in a lengthy guitar-
keytar duel.
Rabin’s skill is complemented 
by his ability to play Howe’s fi lls 
without coming off  as an imitation, 
especially when it comes to tran-
scribing his original acoustic fi lls 
with an electric guitar.
Interestingly, Rabin also takes 
up co-lead vocals on a few of the 
songs while managing to stand 
beside Anderson without over-
powering him. When it comes to 
progressive rock, Yes had one of 
the most iconic rhythm sections in 
the genre. Th erefore, special prec-
edent was taken by the band to fi ll 
in some large shoes. On bass guitar 
is Lee Pomeroy, who previously 
toured with Wakeman for 10 years. 
While his bass tone was notice-
ably subdued compared to the late 
Chris Squire, Pomeroy gets to show 
off  his skills when the band paid 
tribute to Squire with a lengthy 
bass solo in the middle of “Th e Fish 
(Schindleria Praematurus).”
Rabin’s solo drummer Lou 
Molino III rounds out the rhythm 
section with a style that mixes the 
jazz-inspired playing of original Yes 
drummer Bill Bruford and the laid 
back style of current Yes drummer 
Alan White. While it would have 
been nice if the band convinced 
Bruford to come out of retirement 
to join them on the road, Molino 
gets the job done well and even 
belts out an impressive drum solo 
as a prologue to Lift Me Up.
 As for Anderson, his signature 
falsetto voice shows absolutely 
no signs of age and his natural 
delivery is in stark contrast to the 
forced nature of current Yes singer 
Jon Davison.
As far as the set list goes, it has 
a healthy dosage of Yes classics 
mixed with songs from Rabin’s ten-
ure in the band, both aff ectionately 
and disparagingly known to fans 
as “Yes-West.” In regard to that era, 
many of the songs come from the 
1983 album 90125, with one song 
each from subsequent albums Big 
Generator and even Union. 
Strangely, Talk, Rabin’s last Yes 
album, was ignored completely. 
Th is is a disappointing omission, 
since the “Endless Dream” suite 
that closed that album was the 
most progressive piece from Yes-
West. While the show features the 
excellent 1977 suite “Awaken,” 
there was enough space in the set 
list for “Endless Dream,”  which 
easily could have served as a bal-
ance between both eras.
Despite the tour’s name, the 
band hardly ventures beyond Yes. 
Th e closest the show gets to a non-
Yes song is when Anderson and 
Wakeman perform the ABWH pia-
no ballad “Th e Meeting.” 
All three members have curated 
lengthy solo careers of their own, 
so it would have been nice if at least 
one solo song from each of them 
were performed. Th e lack of new 
material was also disappointing. 
When this collaboration and tour 
were fi rst announced last spring, 
the band mentioned that they had 
already written several new pieces 
of music and were considering de-
buting them on the road before go-
ing into the studio.
But so far, no new music has 
been played. Th e tour seemed like 
the perfect opportunity for ARW to 
introduce new songs and change 
the structure and arrangement 
during each of the shows, similar to 
how Pink Floyd debuted Th e Dark 
Side of the Moon on the road an en-
tire year before its release.
As they are, ARW is a band that 
embraces two diff erent eras while 
painting a glimpse of what is to 
come from the three musicians. If 
the band has at least one other ma-
jor thing going for them, it is that 
they run circles around the current 
Howe-led iteration of Yes. 
ARW’s debut album is slated to 
be released sometime in 2017.
Anderson, pictured above, was Yes’ lead vocalist and acoustic guitarist
COMMONS.WIKIMEDIA.ORG
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A new study challenges the 
widely held notion that mathemat-
ic abilities are inherent. Rather, it 
suggests that math skills need to 
be acquired over time. Th is study, 
though not yet published, invites 
other experts in the fi eld to chal-
lenge the argument in order to 
build a discourse that may con-
tribute insight into the topic. Pub-
lished in Behavioral and Brain Sci-
ences, the study was conducted by 
researchers from the University of 
Western Ontario and Ben-Gurion 
University of the Negev.
Scientists devoted years of re-
search to this topic, as math is prev-
alent in the lives of so many indi-
viduals. Some scientists have noted 
that numbers can be perceived, 
similar to the way that people un-
derstand and receive colors. In 
order to represent how this theory 
functions, scientists laid out a topo-
graphic map using color-coding to 
give importance to geographical 
items intended for immediate ab-
sorption. Th e qualm with this the-
ory, as pointed out by researchers 
in the study, was that this method 
failed to acknowledge factors other 
than quantity.
Previous scientists also sug-
gested that having “number sense” 
can be better expressed visually 
using a model of two core systems, 
in which the fi rst core system rep-
resents high numeric quantities 
and the second represents numeric 
quantities up to the number four. 
Th is system relies on estimation 
and enables people of varying ages 
to discriminate between certain 
numerical ratios.
Th e second core system, which 
represents smaller numeric quan-
tities, refl ects an infant’s ability to 
process and compute up to three 
objects, while an adult can pro-
cess and compute up to four. Th e 
second core system model is not 
dependent on the ability to under-
stand ratios. 
Th e study proposes that calcula-
tion and identifi cation of numeric 
quantity is dependent on its rela-
tionship to other factors, such as 
area, density and size of the items 
represented. Th e study suggests 
that these factors, referred to as 
“continuous magnitudes,” create a 
more accurate number sense when 
used in combination with quantity. 
In order to represent the need to 
factor in continuous magnitudes, 
the researchers cite an example 
that prompts an individual to 
quickly calculate the shortest wait 
time at a supermarket. Accord-
ing to the study, “When waiting in 
line, you will usually choose to wait 
behind the person with the empti-
est cart because usually less-fi lled 
carts carry less items. Th ere are, 
however, exceptions to this rule—
you will wait less time after a full 
cart containing a few large items 
than after a half-empty cart con-
taining many small items.”
Cognitive control abilities con-
stantly develop with age, so the 
study suggests that these individu-
als use these abilities in order to ar-
rive at numerically better options. 
Th e study makes clear, however, 
that numerical and continuous 
magnitudes do not always p erfect-
ly correlate. 
“However in this case, one can-
not be sure that participants are 
basing their decision on continu-
ous magnitude, numerosity or a 
combination of both. Hence, the 
ability to discriminate between 
very similar numerosities and the 
ability to inhibit irrelevant continu-
ous magnitudes are inseparable,” 
the study highlights.
Th e researchers involved in the 
study suggest that number sense 
develops as an individual progress-
es in understanding the relation-
ship between numerical and con-
tinuous magnitudes. Diffi  culty in 
grasping the relationship between 
the two may lead to poor math abil-
ities, especially during early devel-
opmental stages.
Although the study challenges 
various theories that suggest that 
number sense is innate to certain 
individuals, conclusive evidence 
proving otherwise has not yet been 
found. Th e goal of the study, as 
stated by the researchers, is to raise 
questions that challenge the cur-
rent working theory. In individuals 
with dyscalculia, or severe diffi  cul-
ty in computation and calculation 
that is typically brought on by brain 
disorders, the study suggests that 
the correlation between numeros-
ity and continuous magnitudes is 
what can lead to diffi  culty.
A test conducted between chil-
dren who did not exhibit dyscal-
culia and children who did found 
that the only diff erence was their 
handle on cognitive control. Th is 
indicates that the only factor that 
may bear diff erence is the ability 
to think about math using various 
cognitive functions, rather than 
a simple mathematical impair-
ment. It is important to point out, 
however, that young students with 
dyscalculia are already facing dif-
fi culties in comparison to their 
counterparts. 
With this study, math educa-
tion may change for the better in 
upcoming years. Th e process of 
teaching math may become more 
streamlined by encouraging stu-
dents to use diff erent tactics to 
come to their answer.
BY ANGEL TORRES
COPY EDITOR
Activision Blizzard, Inc. an-
nounced that it is creating a profes-
sional e-sport league for its wildly 
popular fi rst-person shooter, Over-
watch. Blizzard plans to start the 
league in 2017, with competing 
teams set up to represent major 
cities, much like in existing profes-
sional sports.
At the beginning of the new sea-
son, Blizzard will host a combine, 
or an event that will allow players 
to demonstrate their gaming skills. 
Eligible gamers will receive invita-
tions to try out for teams after a se-
ries of assessment tests. 
Typically, e-sports leagues 
choose from a pool of existing 
teams already competing in tour-
naments, but Blizzard is interested 
in building teams from scratch.
With e-sports revenue esti-
mated at $500 million in 2016 and 
an estimated $1.1 billion in 2019, 
according to Newzoo, profession-
al gaming is opening up as a vi-
able career path for those with the 
right skills. 
Blizzard will operate its league 
by primarily having individual en-
trepreneurs own the teams, instead 
of being owned by companies. Th e 
potential owners will bid for a city 
to have a team. Once the bid is ac-
cepted, the city will have a perma-
nent spot in the league, which will 
give city teams an opportunity to 
thrive. Players who are drafted at 
the combine event will be off ered a 
benefi ts package, a contract and a 
compensation with a salary.
According to research fi rm Su-
perData Research, Inc., an esti-
mated 70 million people watched 
e-sports in 2014. Since then, that 
fi gure has risen to 214 million. Th is 
large viewership demonstrates the 
popularity that competitive gaming 
is garnering. Games like Dota 2 and 
League of Legends have been draw-
ing large crowds for many years. 
In 2014, a Dota 2 tournament in 
Seattle brought more than 11,000 
spectators to a basketball arena to 
witness the contestants battling 
for a monetary prize of $11 mil-
lion. Similarly, a League of Legends 
tournament had an online view-
ership of 8.5 million people at its 
peak. In that same year, Amazon.
com, Inc. purchased the popular 
video streaming service Twitch.
tv for $970 million in cash. Twitch 
has since become regarded as the 
primary medium for video game 
streaming and showcasing.
Twitch has played a major role in 
building a fan base for competitive 
games. Th e website allows gamers 
to livestream their play to an audi-
ence, forming a closer connection 
between fans and players than 
traditional sports do. Twitch esti-
mates that, on average, the amount 
of people concurrently watching 
players’ livestreams was around 
550,000. A gamer who spoke to Th e 
New York Times compared stream-
ing to an NBA player strapping a 
GoPro to his chest during every 
practice and game while answer-
ing fans’ questions directly via an 
earbud. Th is level of transparency 
and access is hard to achieve in tra-
ditional sports, but Twitch provides 
this service seamlessly.
Streaming and professional 
gaming are usually seen as hob-
bies, but the amount of time spent 
to reach professional levels often 
takes immense dedication and 
focus, much like a normal job or 
vocation. Determined players 
will often dedicate hours of their 
day to practicing and streaming, 
sometimes neglecting their friends, 
school and traditional sports to 
play games more often.
Peter Dager is another gamer 
who spoke to Th e New York Times 
about the trouble his parents gave 
him about his dedication to video 
games. Th ey regarded his dedica-
tion as an obsession and doubted 
the longevity of a career in gam-
ing. Dager, who is the captain of the 
Dota 2 team called Evil Geniuses, 
started off  with a meager salary 
of $2,000 as a professional gamer. 
However, that fi gure skyrocketed 
when he earned almost $2 million 
in 2015.
Blizzard’s move to legitimize 
professional gaming refl ects a 
larger movement toward e-sports. 
TBS and ESPN have begun to show 
interest in professional gaming, 
as more and more people turn 
away from traditional sports to 
watch e-sports.
“Our goal is to create the world’s 
premiere e-sport league where 
teams and players can thrive for 
years to come. And fans are made 
for life,” a Blizzard representative 
said in a video advertising its up-
coming league. “Our hope is to 
establish the Overwatch League as 
a professional career path open to 
any and all [of ] the world’s most 
competitive players.”
With only months until the 
launch of the Overwatch league, 
Blizzard suggests that any inter-
ested players should continue to 
make a name for themselves in the 
game, helping to secure a spot as a 
premium draft pick.
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Activision Blizzard’s Overwatch league slated to debut in 2017
Overwatch is a fi rst-person shooter that allows players to take control of diff ering heroes in multiplayer matches.
SPECIAL TO THE TICKER
Study challenges perceptions about intrinsic mathematical ability
BORYS SHTURMAN | THE TICKER
While many have asserted that mathematic abilites are inherent, new research suggests math skills can be acquired over time.
BY MARIA MARKOWICZ
MANAGING EDITOR
Males are more likely to be at-
tracted to their female friends than 
females are to their male friends, a 
study published in the Journal of 
Social and Personal Relationships 
reports.
Th e researcher team, led by 
April Bleske-Rechek, reached 
itsresults after combining answers 
from three separate studies. Its 
found that men are more likely to 
be attracted to their female friends, 
while females are more likely to see 
males as just friends.
“I agree. I feel like girls are picki-
er. Th ey just have more checkpoints 
that make them attracted to the guy 
or make them think, ‘Yeah I’m at-
tracted to the guy,’” Carly Horvath, 
a communications major, said. 
“Guys are more instant—they see a 
girl and they decide on the spot if 
you want to date them or not. Girls 
are like, ‘Yeah, he’s this, but he’s 
also that.’”
Th e researchers state that be-
cause many relationships start as 
friendships, and that both genders 
often report feeling attracted to 
each other, it can be hard for males 
and females to say that their rela-
tionships are purely platonic.
Th e subjects of all three studies 
were college students who attend-
ed western universities between 
2013 and 2015, with the mean age 
of about 20 years old. In the fi rst 
study, researchers approached 40 
pairs of students eating lunch at the 
university student union. Th e pairs, 
which consisted of a male and a fe-
male, were given a questionnaire 
that asked them to rate their own 
and their partner’s attractiveness 
and personality on a scale of one 
to seven. At the end of the survey, 
each member of each pair had to 
defi ne his or her relationship status 
to his or her partner as a friendship, 
romantic relationship or other.
Th e results showed that 60 
percent of men and 50 percent of 
women reported some attraction 
to the people with which they were 
paired with. Similarly, 23 percent 
of women and 8 percent of men 
claimed that they were not attract-
ed to their partners. However, the 
researchers noted that these diff er-
ences were not as pronounced as 
they were in previous studies.
Th e structure of the second 
study was similar to that of the 
fi rst. At the end of the question-
naire, however, participants were 
asked to rate the attractiveness of 
their partners by picking one of the 
pre-defi ned options. Th ese includ-
ed acquaintances, casual friends, 
close friends, romantic partners, 
roommates, relatives and other.
Similar to the fi rst study, 62 
percent of men and 45 percent of 
women reported that they were 
moderately attracted to their part-
ners, if not more. However, the gap 
between males’ and females’ lack 
of attraction was much smaller, 
with 23 percent of women and 21 
percent of men reporting that they 
were not attracted to their partners.
Th e researchers believe that the 
gap shrunk because of the setting 
of where the students were found.
“Th e ‘friends’ that men and 
women fi nd themselves with at any 
given time may not be the same 
friends who come to mind when 
they are asked to think of an oppo-
site-sex friend,” the study states.
Th us, for the third study, re-
searchers scouted their subjects 
on social networks. After fi nding 
a male or a female, they randomly 
asked them to either “think of an 
opposite-sex friend” or to “think 
of an opposite-sex friend who is 
not a family member or current ro-
mantic partner.” Next, the subjects 
were asked to describe whether the 
person they named was a friend 
or someone to whom they were 
physically attracted to. Lastly, the 
subjects were asked for their age, 
relationship status, sex and sexual 
orientation.
For both questions, women 
were more likely to characterize the 
person they thought of as a friend. 
Meanwhile, men were more likely 
to characterize the person as some-
one to whom they were attracted.
“Men more often mentally de-
fi ne an opposite-sex friend as ‘a 
member of the opposite sex to 
whom I am attracted and would 
pursue given the opportunity’ 
and women more often defi ne an 
opposite-sex friend as ‘a friend of 
the opposite sex,’” the researchers 
concluded.
Christina Russo, a junior major-
ing in art administration, did not 
agree with the results of the study.
“In my experience, it seems to be 
that men just voice it more publicly 
than women. However—again, just 
in my experience as a woman who 
mainly has female friends—there is 
defi nitely strong physical or sexual 
attraction toward men from wom-
en that gets spoken about mainly 
among friend groups,” Russo said.
Th e study sheds light on rela-
tionships between males and fe-
males. However, it does have its 
limitations, as the three studies 
focused on physical and sexual 
attractiveness. Th us, it might be 
interesting to discover whether re-
searchers would reach similar con-
clusions when researching roman-
tic attractiveness.
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Male and female friends experience differing levels of attraction
BY MAYA YEGOROVA
STAFF WRITER 
Scientists from Northwestern 
Medicine and the Rehabilitation 
Institute of Chicago recently identi-
fi ed the area in the brain that is ac-
countable for the “placebo eff ect” 
in pain relief. Th e placebo eff ect 
occurs when artifi cial treatment 
results in a massive decline of pain.
Th e placebo reaction was inves-
tigated in controlled experimental 
settings. While these experiments 
are helpful in realizing the biologi-
cal and behavioral basis of a place-
bo-aided pain response, they do 
not translate well into clinical trials 
because the patients’ pain is chron-
ic. Th is is believed to be motivated 
by research constraints, with physi-
cians using trial and error to fi nd 
proper medicine or dosages for the 
patients’ pain.
Marwan Baliki, a research sci-
entist at the Rehabilitation Institute 
of Chicago and assistant professor 
of physical medicine and rehabili-
tation at Northwestern University 
Feinberg School of Medicine and 
Apkar Vania Apkarian, a professor 
of physiology at Feinberg led the 
investigation. Baliki revealed that 
if their experiments were a success, 
they would be able to predict pla-
cebo responders in a larger chronic 
pain community and benefi t the 
creation of personalized medicine.
For the fi rst time, scientists 
utilized functional magnetic reso-
nance imaging. Th is was linked to 
a typical clinical trial plan in order 
to collect an impartial brain-based 
neurological indicator. Th e signal 
would foresee how analgesia, or re-
lief from pain, would correlate with 
placebo treatment in people with 
persistent knee pain.
Th e study was conducted in Ap-
karian’s lab and encompassed two 
trials. Prior to the start of the fi rst 
treatment, the two scientists de-
termined potential locations in the 
brain where there would possibly 
be a placebo drug treatment reac-
tion. In the fi rst trial, a location was 
found within the brain’s middle 
frontal gyrus. Other locations were 
found within the anterior cingulate 
cortex, posterior cingulate cortex, 
primary motor cortex and the right 
secondary somatosensory. Th e 
fi nding was confi rmed with a 95 
percent certainty by the second tri-
al. Taking the placebo pill soothed 
pain symptoms for over half of the 
patients, demonstrating that the 
placebo pill is affi  liated with an an-
algesia eff ect.
Th e study revealed that anal-
gesia induced by placebos infl u-
ence how much pain relief patients 
receive. Baliki and Apkarian’s 
testimony proved that placebo re-
sponses have a biological founda-
tion. Th e researchers’ conclusion 
that the middle frontal gyrus’ link 
to a placebo response in pain relief 
is innovative for the United States, 
where 100 million Americans suf-
fer from chronic aches.
Recognizing the place of the 
pain-hitting placebo eff ect means 
being able to arrange more cus-
tomized medicine for these pa-
tients. Th e fMRI computers used in 
this study can introduce a new pe-
riod of individualized pain healing 
by accurately recommending pain 
medicine based on how a person’s 
brain reacts with a drug. Th is would 
aid physicians in seeing what sec-
tion of the brain is being stimulated 
and, from there, they can deter-
mine what drug will aim toward 
that section of the brain. Th is fur-
ther arranges data-based quanti-
ties, and will allow physicians to 
calculate how the patient’s pain is 
altered by the drug.
Th is fi nding will prompt more 
solid and detailed clinical trials 
for pain remedies by dismissing 
individuals with powerful placebo 
reactions before evaluations. By 
investing in clinical trials and per-
sonalized drugs, this would sub-
stantially decrease the burden of 
lifelong pain.
Baliki and Apkarian both up-
hold the idea that the prolonga-
tion and intensity of pain and the 
unessential exposure of patients 
to inadequate hospitalization will 
decrease in the future. Nonethe-
less, this will demand identical 
inspections that refl ect their out-
come. Ultimately, they would have 
to arrange a brain-based predictive 
therapy opportunity for each indi-
vidual patient.
Study identifies cause of placebo effect
Males are more likely to be attracted to their female friends than females are to their male friends, a new study reveals.
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The placebo eff ect occurs when a “fake” treatment leads to a decline of pain.
DNA determines parents’ 
ages at fi rstborn’s birth
BY VICTORIA MERLINO
SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY EDITOR
Researchers recently discov-
ered 12 areas of the human DNA 
sequence that determine the age 
a person will have their fi rst child, 
as well as the total number of chil-
dren they will have over the course 
of a lifetime.
Th e study, published in Nature 
Genetics, was co-authored by 250 
biologists, geneticists and soci-
ologists from around the world, 
and was led by the University of 
Oxford.
Th e researchers analyzed 62 
datasets with information from 
238,064 men and women docu-
menting the age that they had 
their fi rst child, as well as infor-
mation from 330,000 men and 
women documenting the number 
of children they had.
From this analysis, the re-
searchers were able to identify the 
12 areas of DNA that most direct-
ly impacted the age that people 
have their fi rstborn children and 
the number of off spring they will 
have. Th is comes in direct conten-
tion with the previous idea that re-
productive behavior was a result of 
environmental and social factors 
and personal choices.
Th e 12 areas of human DNA 
were also found to be linked to 
other reproductive and sexual 
characteristics. Th ese character-
istics include the age at which a 
boy’s voice fi rst cracks, the age 
in which girls begin to get their 
periods and the age in which a 
woman experiences menopause. 
Th e study’s authors believe that 
insight into these 12 areas of DNA 
can lead to greater breakthroughs 
on women’s fertility and the latest 
age a person can wait until having 
a child. 
“For the fi rst time, we now 
know where to fi nd the DNA areas 
linked to reproductive behavior,” 
said Melinda Mills, the study’s 
lead author. “We found that wom-
en with DNA variants for postpon-
ing parenthood also have bits of 
DNA code associated with later 
onset of menstruation and later 
menopause.
One day it may be possible to 
use this information so doctors 
can answer the important ques-
tion: ‘How late can you wait [to 
have a child]?’ based on the DNA 
variants.” 
Although the researchers cal-
culated that the combined DNA 
variants predicted less than 1 
percent of the timing of a per-
son’s fi rstborn child, the com-
bined variants can predict in some 
cases whether a woman will re-
main childless.
“Our genes do not determine 
our behavior, but for the fi rst 
time, we have identifi ed parts of 
the DNA code that infl uence it. 
Th is is another small piece to un-
derstanding this very large jigsaw 
puzzle,” said study author Nicola 
Barban.
Within the 12 DNA regions, re-
searchers identifi ed 24 genes that 
are most likely responsible for the 
eff ects these regions have on re-
productive behavior.
Th e researchers posit in the 
study’s conclusion that their fi nd-
ings can be benefi cial in discover-
ing how postponing reproduction 
into older age can be detrimen-
tal for some people, as well as 
further clarifying how long and to 
what age humans can wait to re-
produce. 
Reseachers fi nd 12 areas of DNA that determine timing of children
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BY STEVEN TSAKANIKAS
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
With the 2016-17 NBA season 
only a few weeks old, lack of chem-
istry has become an issue for nu-
merous teams across the league. 
Take none other than the Associa-
tion’s newest villains, the Golden 
State Warriors.
Last year, Golden State began 
the season by winning 24 consecu-
tive games before losing their fi rst 
game on Dec. 12. Th eir next loss 
came 31 games later on Dec. 30 
against the Dallas Mavericks. 
Th is season, however, the War-
riors are writing a much diff er-
ent script. Th ey lost their opening 
game to the San Antonio Spurs 
and their second game against the 
Los Angeles Lakers. Previously, the 
Warriors only lost twice by more 
than 20 points in their 82 games 
during their 2015-16 campaign, but 
have now matched that total in six 
games thus far.
Although Golden State fans are 
still in great spirit, the team’s rough 
start is a shell of what many have 
come to expect from them. One 
reason is that the Warriors dramat-
ically changed their team makeup 
to accommodate for their block-
buster off season signing of Kevin 
Durant. Th e Warriors paid a lot for 
Durant in the form of Leandro Bar-
bosa, Harrison Barnes and Andrew 
Bogut, the source of Golden State’s 
longevity during their record-set-
ting season. 
Needless to say, it will take some 
time for Golden State to build up 
the chemistry they once had.
One of this season’s most an-
ticipated matchups occurred when 
Russell Westbrook and Durant 
faced off  after spending almost a 
decade playing together in Okla-
homa City. 
Westbrook entered Oracle Are-
na in Oakland rocking a bright vest 
that read “offi  cial photographer,” 
most likely mocking his former 
sidekick’s photography hobby. Th e 
two did not greet each other prior 
to tip-off  and enjoyed emphatically 
rejecting each other’s shots during 
the game. 
OKC center Enes Kanter let Du-
rant know he did not appreciate the 
departure, as the two exchanged 
pleasantries, with Kanter snarling 
from the bench. 
Durant had the last laugh as he 
lit up the Th under defense up for 29 
points in the fi rst half and 39 over-
all while shooting seven of 11 from 
3-point range. Westbrook scored 
20, dished out 10 assists and cor-
ralled six rebounds but struggled 
from the fi eld, only converting four 
of his 15 fi eld goal attempts.
Durant will make his return to 
OKC on Saturday, Feb. 11, anticipat-
ing an earful from one of the loudest 
crowds in the NBA that are still fum-
ing from the team’s recent plays.
Elsewhere in the league, the 
New York Knicks are also trying 
to reconcile weak team chemistry 
after an off season fi lled with ac-
quisitions. Th e starting fi ve played 
their fi rst minutes together against 
the defending champions and 
were dismantled in the second half 
when LeBron James decided to up 
the ante.
Since then, New York has made 
encouraging strides on the off en-
sive side of the ball but not yet on 
the defensive side. Carmelo An-
thony, Kristaps Porzingis and Der-
rick Rose will fi nd a way to make 
it work off ensively with or without 
the system everyone loves to hate, 
the triangle. 
However, the miscommunica-
tion and lack of cohesion on the de-
fensive end has been concerning. 
Th e Knicks have a former defensive 
player of the year in Joakim Noah, 
a 7-foot-3-inch giant in Porzingis 
and a sound defender in Court-
ney Lee—it is only a matter of time 
before the rotations, switches and 
trust become natural.
Still the New York bench has 
been unstable up to this point in 
the season. While Ron Baker, Jus-
tin Holiday, and Brandon Jennings 
have impressed, Maurice Ndour, 
Kyle O’Quinn and Lance Th omas 
have disappointed. 
Th e organization re-signed 
Th omas to a 4-year, $27 million 
contract with high hopes of him 
returning to his peak, where he was 
eff ective from a 3-point range and 
was a great defender. So far, Th om-
as has looked out of touch on the 
defense and has struggled with his 
shot, shooting fewer than 40 per-
cent from the fi eld.
Th e defending champion team, 
the Cavaliers, are off  to a great start. 
Th ey are headlined by King James, 
who, along with his team, has 
continued the Cavaliers’ winning 
streak from the NBA Finals. Th ey 
expect to repeat as champions for 
the fi rst time in franchise history. 
As legends like Kobe Bryant, 
Tim Duncan, and Kevin Garnett 
hung up their jerseys before the 
start of the season, everyone is 
wondering who the next group of 
NBA stars will be. One of those fu-
ture stars is rising in Phoenix. 
Devin Booker enters his sec-
ond season in the desert as one of 
the most promising young players 
in all of basketball—a steal in last 
year’s draft as the 13th pick. Th e 
former Kentucky Wildcat recently 
became the fi rst Phoenix Sun to 
score at least 38 points in consecu-
tive games since Tom Chambers 
in 1989-90. 
Booker can shoot the lights out 
from almost anywhere on the fl oor, 
is crafty in the lane and has shown 
the ability to fi nd open teammates. 
Keep an eye on the Suns’ shooting 
guard as he is an up-and-coming 
star in the NBA.
As for the Warriors, the rough 
start is by no means a precursor for 
the rest of their season. Th is team 
has some of the best talent in the 
league, and it is only a matter of 
time before the Warriors are back 
on the winning track.
The Warriors struggled to kick off  the NBA regular season because they lacked chemistry.
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After a classic come-from-be-
hind win against the Rams in Lon-
don, the New York Giants entered 
their bye week in Week 8 of the NFL 
Regular with their attention set on 
the rest of the NFC East division. At 
the time, Big Blue was last in a com-
petitive division. 
So much was at stake for the 
G-men in the divisional matchup 
between the Dallas Cowboys and 
Philadelphia Eagles. As it turned 
out, the Eagles lost in a last-minute 
heartbreaker, and much to the de-
light of Giants’ fans, the Redskins’ 
tie meant that the G-men would 
go on to leapfrog the Cowboys and 
Eagles to relinquish the second 
seed in the division. Yet, the Cow-
boys’ win also meant that they now 
extended their lead over the league 
to two games.
Th e win was crucial when the 
Giants returned to host the Eagles 
at MetLife Stadium the following 
week. Not only would it be a de-
fense of their divisional ranking, 
the win would also ensure that the 
team stayed within striking dis-
tance of the surging Cowboys. 
Still, the Giants faced an uphill 
battle in their fi rst of two meetings 
with the Eagles, as the bitter rivalry 
now featured a sensational rook-
ie quarterback in Carson Wentz 
taking snaps for the Philadelphia 
off ense.
Wentz came out fi ring from the 
starting whistle, putting together 
a promising opening drive as the 
Eagles marched down toward mid-
fi eld. Just when it seemed that the 
Giants’ defense was off  to yet an-
other characteristically slow start, 
defensive tackle Damon “Snacks” 
Harrison and the Giants’ front sev-
en fl ushed Wentz out of the pocket 
and sent him scrambling to the 
right—an attempt to escape a sack 
on second down and third. 
As Wentz looked to dump the 
ball off  to his check-down receiver, 
safety Landon Collins dashed in 
front of the pass to complete an 
interception and send MetLife Sta-
dium into a frenzy. 
Th is was the third interception 
in two games for the hard-nosed 
Alabama product, who also leads 
the league in sacks from his strong 
safety position.
With the momentum taking an 
early shift to the Giants’ advantage, 
it did not take long for quarterback 
Eli Manning to fi nd his favorite tar-
get in Odell Beckham Jr., who made 
a spectacular catch with defenders 
draped on his back. 
Beckham has come alive as of 
late, despite a rough start to the 
season characterized by frustration 
and a lack of productivity. Beck-
ham would return later in the game 
to score his second touchdown on a 
spectacular pitch and catch, which 
mirrored his slant-route touch-
down earlier in the season against 
the Baltimore Ravens.
Th e fi rst drive would set the 
precedent for the rest of the game, 
as the Giants took the league 
and never looked back. Th e Eagles 
passed on many opportunities to 
put points on the board thanks 
to a series of questionable deci-
sions made by head coach Doug 
Pederson. 
Th e win was by no means a 
blowout. Th e Eagles had the oppor-
tunity to steal the lead in the very 
last drive of the game, yet a strong 
Giants defensive play spelled the 
win for Big Blue.
Th roughout the game, the Gi-
ants’ defense worked eff ectively 
to neutralize the Eagles rushing 
attack, which forced Philadelphia 
into third down many times. Jason 
Pierre-Paul and Olivier Vernon set 
the edge on the defensive front, 
making sure a speedy Wentz was 
kept in the pocket under duress. 
Additionally, the Giants’ expensive 
secondary, highlighted by off sea-
son acquisition Janoris Jenkins 
and veteran Dominique Rodg-
ers-Cromartie, gave up few deep 
plays to a rather speedy Eagles’ re-
ceiving corps.
Granted, the one glaring weak-
ness for the Giants was the pass de-
fense over the middle of the fi eld, 
as tight end Zach Ertz had a fi eld 
day, fi nishing with eight catches for 
97 yards. Th is is due in large part to 
the Giants’ lack of a suffi  cient nick-
el corner. 
As Rodgers-Cromartie has so-
lidifi ed his outside cornerback 
position, the nickel role has often 
been passed down to much slower 
linebackers. 
Walking away with the win, the 
Giants were able to gain sole pos-
session of second place, pulling 
away from the now third place Ea-
gles who sit at three games back of 
the fi rst-place Cowboys. 
Dak Prescott’s latest in-game 
heroics were enough for the 
Cowboys to defend a two-game 
lead over the Giants. Yet, the two 
are scheduled to meet again in 
December.  
Th e Giants are set to host A.J. 
Green and the Cincinnati Bengals 
on the night of Monday, Nov. 14. In 
order to secure the win, the defense 
must build on its Week 9 outing 
by neutralizing the one-two punch 
of running back Jeremy Hill and 
Giovanni Bernard. It also needs 
to disrupt the deep pass pipeline 
to Green. 
As for the off ense, the Giants 
are going up against a seasoned 
Bengal’s defense, so it will be cru-
cial that they put up touchdowns 
early in the game in order to avoid a 
blow-out. Th ey need to give them-
selves a better chance of winning 
against one of the league’s marquee 
teams in the 2016 season.
Giants’ break-out defense holds off Eagles in Metlife showdown
TOPBET.EU
The Giants played well on both sides of the ball in a shootout with the Eagles, holding strong to thwart a last-minute comeback attempt.
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Before facing their archrivals, 
the team had to get through John 
Jay College in the semifi nals, which 
proved to be no easy task. A 6-0 run 
powered the Bearcats to a 9-4 lead 
to open the fi rst set.
Outside hitter Sophia Shahi-
pour narrowly connected for a cor-
ner kill, co-captain Akilah “Kiki” 
Meulens frustrated the Blood-
hounds with dizzying serves and 
middle hitter Yijia Cai knocked 
down two of her eight kills in that 
dominant stretch. After a long serve 
by Cai gave the Bloodhounds pos-
session, Bridgette Sarco kickstarted 
a comeback with back-to-back 
aces. Stephanie Cornwell set up 
co-captain Alessandra Chavez for 
a spike and followed up with her 
trademark hopstep serve for two 
points to retake the lead. Soon after, 
a confusing stoppage of play broke 
the Bearcats’ rhythm and had them 
one point away from losing the set. 
Shahipour kept Baruch alive with 
an ace, but a long service gave John 
Jay the set, 25-20.
Th e Bearcats capitalized on the 
Bloodhounds’ ball handling errors 
to begin the second set. Kiki’s ser-
vice into the net breathed life into 
John Jay to the tune of fi ve straight 
points, forcing Baruch to call a 
timeout. Coach Th omas calmed 
her players’ nerves and the team re-
sponded with an outstanding scor-
ing streak. Th e adjustment worked 
as aces fl ew across the court and 
Cai broke through Bloodhounds’ 
defense to put the Bearcats ahead 
11-10. Errors mounted for the 
Bearcats when they were up six 
points with just one more needed 
to take the set, but a mishit ball by 
the Bloodhounds sealed the sec-
ond frame for the home team.
With the match tied at 1-1, nei-
ther side could grab hold of a piv-
otal third set until Cornwell recov-
ered a vicious kill attempt by Jho-
anna Castro. John Jay was caught 
off  guard, but miscommunication 
between Kiki and Bou cut the defi -
cit to one. It was Chavez who lifted 
the Bearcats during a turbulent pe-
riod of the set. She never relented, 
fi ring kill after kill over the net. Th e 
Bearcats faithfuls engaged in ruth-
less banter with the road support-
ers as their confi dence began to 
grow. Kiki ran across the width of 
the court to save the ball and put 
the Bearcats one set away from the 
CUNYAC fi nals. 
Th e fourth set saw Baruch com-
mit fewer errors, record more kills 
and more aces than John Jay. Kiki 
asserted herself as an off ensive 
force from start to fi nish with as-
sistance from Cornwell setting the 
ball precisely in her wheelhouse. 
Leslie Chen hit a pinpoint kill for 
match point and clinched a spot 
in the fi nals. Th e Bearcats briefl y 
celebrated before heading into the 
locker room with one goal in mind: 
beat Hunter.
“All week we’ve been preparing 
for [Hunter],” said Th omas. Dur-
ing the two-hour break between 
matches, “Th e girls like to sit and 
they like to break down the game. 
Th ey’re good at breaking down the 
game. We meet a little bit before we 
reconvene.” 
Baruch was all too familiar with 
the Hawks, as it was the eighth 
straight year that the two teams 
competed for the CUNYAC cham-
pionship. Hunter denied Baruch 
glory in 2014 and 2015, but the team 
was determined to buck the trend. 
When the Bearcats took the 
court, Shahipour hobbled to the 
bench on crutches after sustain-
ing a leg injury during warmups. 
Tasked with managing a jarring 
shake-up of her lineup, Th omas 
praised freshman Leslie Ariza “who 
was more of a surprise coming to 
the team—she is more of a defen-
sive player but she had to step up 
and play off ense too and she did not 
even have a warm up.” Neverthe-
less, each set was fi ercely contested 
and highlighted with exceptional 
plays on both sides on the ball.
Chavez and Kiki roared after 
each kill to energize the players 
while Bou commanded the de-
fense. Down 20-22 in the fi rst set, 
Kiki’s survival instincts activated as 
she elevated for four kills, convert-
ing three of them. Th e Hawks won 
the following two points to win the 
set 25-23. 
“We went in and we played so 
hard for 20-plus points each game. 
We kind of let up on our serve-
receive and that’s what makes a 
key diff erence,” explained Th omas. 
“When you’re doing it for 40 points 
and then all of a sudden ... you can’t 
let one mistake get ahead of you. 
You just got to make sure that you 
bounce back, turn one bad pass 
into a good pass.” 
When the head offi  cial granted 
Hunter a point after the side judge 
ruled in favor of Baruch, Baruch’s 
fans and Th omas herself were infu-
riated. She was issued a yellow card, 
but winning the next two points 
seemed like poetic justice for the 
home team. Still pumped from this 
heated exchange, the crowd got to 
its feet during an excruciating rally 
and applauded each team for their 
gritty eff orts. Critical errors at the 
end of the set saw Baruch fall 21-25, 
down two sets to none.
Th e Bearcats’ never-say-die at-
titude fueled their performance in 
the third set. Just as Hunter neared 
the fi nish line, the Bearcats lost 
focus and committed lazy errors 
to tie the set 22-22. Th e fi nal point 
encapsulated the season—the 
Bearcats displayed ferocity on of-
fense, perseverance on defense 
and a commitment to one another. 
Watching Hunter celebrate on the 
court for the third year in a row was 
especially diffi  cult for the three se-
nior captains.
Refl ecting on the season and 
the careers of her captains, Th omas 
said, “Th ey are best of friends and 
a very tight-knit team. Th ey do so 
much together and losing these 
three [seniors] ... it’s very hard. Th ey 
have been with me throughout the 
whole entire time and they work so 
hard. Every day, they are the ones 
that are leading everything. It was 
one of the reasons why I kept Kiki 
on the fl oor for the last fi ve points 
when she’s not even a defensive 
player—just to have that leadership 
on the fl oor.” 
Th e team was presented with 
a runners-up trophy and med-
als. In addition, Kiki and Cornwell 
received CUNYAC All-Tourna-
ment honors for their exceptional 
performance. 
Looking ahead to 2017, Ariza, 
Cai, Chen, Cornwell and Velasco, 
along with a healthy Shahipour, are 
poised to form the core of yet an-
other title contender. No one could 
hope to replicate Bou’s tenacity, 
Chavez’ will or Kiki’s fi re, but the 
Bearcats will certainly be back with 
a vengeance.
Bearcats roll past John Jay, fall short in CUNYAC Championship
BARUCH.ATHLETICS.CUNY.EDU
The Bearcats came up short against Hunter College in the CUNYAC fi nals despite a tremendous eff ort by the seniors.
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26. *HOME TO NOTRE DAME
27. PORT CITY BUSINESS
29. SACRED HINDU WRITINGS
31. REQUESTS
32. BE AT THE HELM
33. LANGUISHING
35. SHOW THE GUNS?
37. *HOME TO TREVI 
FOUNTAIN
39. *HOME TO THE LEANING 
TOWER
42. NOT A SOUL
45. IN FACT
49. *SPORTY TOURISTS DO IT 
IN THE ALPS







60. SPILL THE BEANS
61. PELVIC PARTS
62. ____DOWELL
63. “LOSING MY RELIGION” 
BAND
65. BOILING BLOOD












14. PLAYS FOR PAY
15. IT DIED FEBRUARY 3, 1959
16. WRINKLES EASILY
17. SLIPPERY WHEN COLD
18. UNDO
19. *HOME TO PICCADILLY 
CIRCUS
21. *HOME TO CHARLES 
BRIDGE AND KAFKA’S GRAVE
23. SCOT’S WOOLEN CAP





36. *MISTER FROM MUNICH
38. BAR, LEGALLY
40. LIKE WORD OF MOUTH
41. SOFTWARE EXTENSION




47. PERCEIVES WITH AN EYE
48. MASCULINE AND 
FEMININE
50. SAME AS EON
52. SWEDISH SHAG RUG
53. RELATED
55. PESTER
57. *WHERE TO SEE THE BOOK 
OF KELLS
60. *HOME TO TIERGARTEN
63. YANKEE’S RELATIONSHIP 
TO RED SOX
64. GOOSE EGG
66. PNEUMONIC LUNG 
RATTLING, PL.
68. EACH AND ALL
69. E IN BCE
70. BAY WINDOW
71. MADAM, TO A COWBOY
72. YANKEE’S FOE





3. *HOME TO FREEDOM 
SQUARE
4. *TOUR DE FRANCE, E.G.
5. WARM WEATHER SHOE
6. “WHEEL OF FORTUNE” 
CHOICE
7. *____ DE TRIOMPHE
8. A.K.A. NUTRIA
9. *SALZ____ OR ST. 
PETERS____
10. BIBLICAL TWIN




UNICEF AT BARUCH GUEST SPEAKER SEMINAR  EDUCATIONAL RIGHTS
12:00 p.m.-2:30 p.m. | NVC 3-215 | Free
POLLS APART  A COUNTRY DIVIDED




12:30 p.m.-2:00 p.m. | NVC 2-125 | Free
THE ALEXANDER STRING QUARTET




12:30 p.m.-2:30 p.m. | 2nd Floor Lobby
RAIN: A HISTORY FOR STORMY TIMES
1:00 p.m.-2:30 p.m. | NVC 12-245 | Free, RSVP Required
THURS
17
THE AS YOU LIKE IT PROJECT: A STORY OF LOVE AND EXILE
4:00 p.m.-5:30 p.m. | BPAC | Free
GABRIELLE LAMB DANCE
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Career Spotlight
INTERNSHIP UPDATE
Spring 2017 Domestic Wholesale Intern
DIANE VON FURSTENBERGNo Major? No Problem!
Tuesday, November 15, 12:30-2:00 P.M., TBA
Undecided? Attend the workshop to learn more about 
career exploration tools and how to make an informed 
decision.
Internship Seminar
Wednesday, November 16, 12:30-2:00 P.M., NVC 2-190
This seminar is designed to walk students through the 
internship application process.
Marketing 101
Wednesday, November 16, 5:00-6:30 P.M., NVC 2-190
Interested in marketing? This workshop will give you a 
deeper, comprehensive look into the fi eld.
Cover Letters
Tuesday, November 17, 5:15-6:45 P.M., NVC 10-175
Learn how to develop and design a professional, 
marketable cover letter that will land an interview.
SAVE THE DATE
Did you know that a special winter program for students 
interested in law is off ered in January? The Max Berger Pre-Law 
Winter Institute is a fi ve-day program that is designed to prepare 
Baruch College students and alumni for law school application 
and the legal fi eld. The program is free of charge- for more 
information, visit Starr Career Development Center’s website.
FUN FACT
Are you still undecided about your educational goals? Do you have a desire to focus your areas 
of study according to your interests? If so, make sure to RSVP to Star Career Development Center’s 
upcoming Ad-Hoc workshop on December 8th about the process of custom designing your own major.
VITORIA WATERKEMPER
PEER FOR CAREER
PEER TIP OF THE WEEK
CHECK OUT THE PEER TIP OF THE WEEK FROM SCDC’S PEERS FOR CAREERS PROGRAM
BLOOD WEDDING
7:30 p.m.-9:30 p.m. | BPAC | $10
Diane von Furstenberg is 
looking for a domestic wholesale 
internship for Spring 2017.
The Diane von Furstenberg 
brand is a woman’s best friend. 
It is the brand she turns to for 
glamour and confi dence, to be 
the woman she wants to be. 
Founded in 1972 by the design-
er, DVF is now a global luxury 
lifestyle brand and one of the 
premier names in American fash-
ion. Renowned for its iconic wrap 
dress and signature prints, DVF 
has expanded to a full collection 
of ready-to-wear and accesso-
ries including shoes, handbags, 
small leather goods, scarves, and 
jewelry.
Interns are exposed to the 
world of sales through a vital 
supportive role to the ready to 
wear wholesale team.
Responsibilities include as-
sisting with showroom appoint-
ments by pulling samples, mak-
ing notes for buyers, dressing 
models and keeping the show-
room in order, assisting with 
photo shoots and creating and 
managing look books as chang-
es are made to the line, helping 
with sampling by sending out 
samples to be shot for online 
accounts or advertising cam-
paigns, helping to track weekly 
selling fi gures from our major 
partners by updating reports, 
attending and assisting with ad 
hoc events for customers and 
other departments within the 
company including marketing 
and PR, and researching current 
trends, competitors and possible 
new accounts. 
This is a paid internship look-
ing for individuals profi cient in 
Excel and PowerPoint; for more 
information, visit StarrSearch 
with ID 97656.
VOLUNTEER OR WORK ABROAD WITH AIESEC
12:00 p.m.-4:00 p.m. | 2nd Floor Lobby
SOUTH AFRICA: 22 YEARS OF DEMOCRACY
3:00 p.m.-4:30 p.m. | NVC 14-269 | Free
MAC PRESENTS: THEY WRITE THE SONGS
4:00 p.m.-6:00 p.m. | BPAC | $30
MALINI SRINIVASAN AND DANCERS
7:00 p.m.-9:00 p.m. | BPAC | $20
